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DIALOGUE 


Who are of the ſame Profeſſion in mat- 
ters of Religion : 


Bur of different Apprehenfions in the 
"Þ | P ont of. arr Lage. 
Firſt, Shewing, That-for perſons to be Joyned 


is contrary tono Law and therefore Lawful. 
ES That in caſe-ſauch Marriages were the breach of 


4a Law, yet there js. no Rule left for the Church to Excommunis 
-16e Perſons for ſo Marrying, 
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DISCOURSE 


"in Marriage, who differ about Inſtitxtions. in matters gather ye 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


never ated immodeſtly, or broke the peace of 
che Church about it ; but have uſed all private 
waysto obtain a Remedy. | | 

You know that Zen years, ſince, preſented ſeme 
of you with a few Queries, 1n hopes they might 
have put ſome upon new Studies, and thereby 
have begotten' a "better Underſtanding ;. And 4 
have ſome ground. to think they were not with- 
out efte& ; becauſcl find the Spirits of ſome men 
more moderate than formerly. .. | 

But that not anſwering my deſigned end, to 
remove the Stumbling Block out of therway of 
the Churches Peace, 'hath'put me upon' this pre- 
{ent undertaking ; by which I hope' to. prevail 
upon you, either to'' renounce an, Errour, taken 
up inthe heat of Zeal, or-appearto give us ſuch 
demonſtration of its Truth" and. Certainty, as 
may tend to our SatisfaQion. | 

My Brethren,-I do not in this take upon .me 
to be your Difator, but'with-all Submiſſion to 
be your Remembrancer, to prefent thoſe things 
to your view, which by a precipitate and miſ-in- 
formed Judgment.and the want of duc Examinatt- 
on have been obſcured; | 0 1 1 

I know in this caſe, things have been taken 
upon truſt, and men have'not ſo warily' conf1- 


dered them- as: the: caule requireth ;' and ſome 
mens 
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ſwaded calmly'to confider the whole, and hos 
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The Epiſtle  Dedicatory. 
mens duty <fpecially - doth oblige them unto. 
What I have ſaid about the fixth of Geneſis, is |: 
ſuificient to evince, that there 1s not any certain | 
or faf: Concluſion to be educed from thence, ro | 
prove B's poſition. And what I have fajd couch- | 
ing my, own Notion upon the Text, 1s left ro | 
every oneto think as he pleaſeth. I's no Article | 
of any man's Creed thatT know'of,, but my own | 
Opinion, which I maſt re:ain, till I ſee cauſe from 
more cogent Arguments to alter the fame, And 
what I have fajd concerning the Doctrine of Ba- 
laam, though I [never heard any thing leſs or 
more from any man about 1t, either-by Word 
or Writing ; yer l have fince been informed, that 
the Learned Doftor Hammond carries'it the ſame 
Way. 

I have endeavoured all I can to ſhew 'my ſelf 
impartial, and have ſtated the Controverſie tru- | 
ly, without abufing my Antagoniſt,' cr wronging 
his ſenſe ; endeavouring to the utmoſt to bring the ! 
Truch co the light; both in the former-and later | | 
parts hereof, And for'tho[* Contiderations I have | 
put you upon, 1 haye not.done it preſumptuouſſy, | 
but with all ſeriouſneſs, hoping you will be per- | 
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doubt not but my- Endeavours will have their de- 
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As for the Advice I have given to the Unmar- 
ried, I have done it in all ſincerity, hoping it may 
be a means to preſerve ſome from woundin 
them(clves ; and I hope you will alſo be ready to 
advile and counſel the Brethren tor the belt. 

My Brethren, bear with the roughneſs of the 
Sty/e.; you know from whom 1t 1s, -and therefore 
need not think ic ſtrange; and if you obje, I 
might have had Aſfiitance that could have preſen- 
ted it ina more refined and poliſhd Dreſs: Know, 
I have declined it for cwo Reaſons. | 

Firſt, Becaule 1 ſee men fo backward to aljif 
in things of this kind. 

Seccndly, That whatſoever is blame-worthy, ei- 
ther in the Matter, Manner, or 7ime of its Publi- 
cation, &c. ſhall reſt upon my own Head, none 
| elſe being concerned therein, 
| My Brethren, I leave theſe things with.you, and 
| beg your moſt ſerious and Chriſtian Conſederation 
' thereof, craving once more your Excufe and the 

Bleſſing of God upon rhelc, and all other my 
' weak Endeavours: Remaining, + | 


Your affe®ionate Brother in the 
Bonds of the. Goſpel, 


Stephen Tory. 
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Courteous Reader : 


F thou be a Stranger 10 this Controverſie, I beg thy 
Pardon, and intreat thy candid reſentment of my En- 
deauonrs herein. Think not that Pride hath put me upon 
this nndertaking, but, the earneſt deſire I have to ſerve 

the Church of God in my Generation, hath excited me there- 
unto : that, if poſſible, I may be an inſtrument of Peace,to re- 
concile diſſenting Brethren, and relieve afflided Spirits. 

F beg thy Pardon for my weakmeſs, that I ſhould ſo clown- 
iſhly avoflts and meanly treat thee in the whole of this Diſ- 
courſe, I tell thee, it is all like my Self,being a perſon of Low 
Extra#, and leſs Education ; having never had the oppor- 
twity of being rightly inftruded in my Native Tongue. In- 
deed, thou mayſt the rather think me preſumptuons ; but F do 
tell thee truly, could I have ſeen any other take this task_ in 
hand, I ſhonld not have attempted it : And ſhould now re- 
Joyee, if this weak Endeavour of mine might be a means to 
prompt ſome better and more fit Perjcn to nndertahe 
this Great Work; mwiich I dy acknowledge too great for 
me, and which I ſhould never have undertaken, did I not 
ſuppoſe a neceſſity thereof. | 

Courteous Reader, [ further crave thy excuſe, in my No- 
tion concerning the Sons of God, mentioned in Gen. 6. I 
know it's Novel, and may ſeem ſtrange to.many ; but conſi- 
der, I do not deliver it as a Point of Faith, but as my private 
Opinion. And although I oppoſe ſome Learned Men, yet I 
hope 1 may be excuſed, ſeeing they have only aſlerted, without 
giving 1s. their Reaſons to prove thoſe Allertions, which 1 


have: 


| 4 


=. x i 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
have Endeavoureg.to-do,vhether they axe good ov,o0t, I leave 


to the Judgment of every honeſt 4nd ingenious Man ;, and as 
for the frowmard and evil-minded, as I expe# no good from 
them, ſo I crave nothing of them. 

Good Reader, I do further beg thy favourable conſtrudi- 
on,not only of:my Self, but alſo of #1y Bretkren wtom [| oj- 
poſe. Think not the worſe of ws,/nor of our Profe)ſton, be- 
canſe of theſe little differences : but rather, conſider that we 
are men of Conſcience, and ſuch as fear to offend God ; 
and although in this thing ſome may be over Righteous, and 
their Zeal may be greater than their Knowledge ; yet know, 
this is an Error on the right hand : jos though an over-Zeal 
may have ſlain its Thouſands, careleſſneſs, coldneſs and re- 
miſneſs hath ſlain its Ten thouſands. 

And further, conſider thou haſt hear no Dreams, or En- 
thuſiafiick, Notions impoſed upon thee, either by A, or B. but 
both endeavour a deciſion by the Written Word of God, 
and to which I hope we ſhall both be willing upon convi@ion, 
to ſubmit our ſelves. 

What is here ſaid by A. I pray examine the Scriptures, 
and ſee if they do not bear Witneſs for him « and where the 
Scripture is ſilent, have recourſe to Reaſon, and ſee if it be 
not on A's ſide. And as ſor B. there are ſome Learned Men 
on his ſide, as Dr. Fuller in his Treatiſe on the Book of Ruth. 
So that if thou rightly conſider, thou mayeſt make a favour- 
able conſtrution of us both ; and conclude we are not wil- 
ling to take things upon truſt, but to lay out our ſelves in our 
Endeavours to attain the right knowledge of the Trath, 
which all wiſe men will account our Commendation. I leave 
what I have ſaid to thy kind acceptance, and remain 


Thy Friend to ſerve thee 


to my Power, 


Stephen T ory. 
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-; ELL met Brother - B. how do you do? 
| How doth your Wife and Famih p | 
B. Well in Health blefſcd be God. 
A.What makes youthen Took ſo diſconſolated 

_ B. I am troubled at ſomething that hath hapned 7 in our 
Congregation of late. 

A. Pray what may that be? T3 og 

B. We have many perſons among us that ive off en- 
ded in Marriage, whom we are conſtrained to deal with, 
and withdraw from; -and many more (I am doubtful 
will fall under the ſame cenſure : And that which adds 
much to my Troble, and the Trouble of divers of Hl 
Friends, is, that there are ſome that ' ſeem to juſtifie 
them in their Diſorder, or at feaſt to hinder the Church 
from proceeding againſt them. Nay, ſome Congregations 
there are, that when we .have excommunicated a dw 
or Woman for. the Sjz.of Marrying, out of the w #:- 
God, will notwithſtanding receive them) into ity” 
»mnion, which makes our Dealin Os, and Ineffe e- 
Gual, This is my great Tous and the ouble of mary 


A Diſcourſe of : Mixt Marriages. 
| A. I hope Brother, there is none of you oppoſe Mar- 
s for Marriage is honourable in all, Heb. 13. 4. The 
Or iwavce of God, Gen. 2. 24 Why then ſhould you 
offended at Marriage ; ? 

. We are not offended at Marriage, but (as I told 
you) at at wakes. out of the way of God. 

hath '-any ala any profane or wnlaw- 
ful Cu ofoms that are offenſive or ſcandalous in their Mar- 
riage ? Or have any married within the Line of Con- 
fanguinity, conjgary to the Law, Levit. 18. from ver. 6. to 
the 20th. compared with chap. 280,11, 13, #4. 17, 
Wy 20 ? 

B.. No, there is nothing of all this; bur thoſe T ſpeak 
of, bave married perſons that are not of the Faith, ate 
not Members of the Church, are not baptized, are not 
ſuch as we. can lopk.upon to be in_the Lord: And this 
is our Trouble. 

A. But are the Perſons they, have married bad: and 
prof: Kry ky are they Sober perſons, of a good Life and. 
hone 
KS. They of generally Homeſt Sober Perſons, ſome: 
erians, ſome Independants, and ſorne of the Chureh 


$a. good rd is this your Thoubſe'2 Tt am 
Fs for 4t.. Weakneſs 5 T think it's niore cauſe of Toy 
than Sorrow, that we (W ho but a few. years ſince) were. 


pattie fore not fit to live, ſhould be fo. cuth' in rhe Fa-- 


thoſe; perſpns as, to make Ma rriages- with Us; 
| Eg £ We "ſhould Sek ell ftom thetn, 
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am ignorant of any fuch Lew, and think you and o- 
thers miſtaken, and look upon it to be an cffeft of the 
heat of your Zeal and Paſſ;or. 

B. It was always contrary to the mind of God, that 
his Children ſhould marry with the Children of Mem. 
Marriage is a ſacred thing, and ought to be well confi- 
dered before it be performed; and we ſee when God 
made Woman, he made her a help weet for man ; and if for 
a meet help, it muſt be in the beſt things - For where the 
Man and his Wife oppoſe each other, they are (> far 
from being aeet helps,that they are nohelps at all, So that 
ſuch Marriages are contrary to the firſt Inſtitution of 
Marriage, and the very End of God in making of Wo- 
man, Gen. 2. 18. 1 will make a help meet for him; and 
he made a Woman, and brought her to the Ver. 22. 


Who ſaid, this is now Bone of my Bans, end Fleſh of my ' 


Fleſh, ſhe ſhall be called Woman, becenſe ſhe was taken 
out of Man, ver. 23. Therefore ſhall a man leave his Fa- 
ther and Mother, and cleave nnto his Wife, and they ſhall 
be one Fleſh, ver. 24. 

A. Take the Text in your Sence;z yet I fear, that 
Baptiſm doth not. always qaelifl perſons (o, as to make 
them weet helps in the beſt things - but if it did, yer 
that was not the Diſign of God Almighty in Creat1 
=þcromn ; _—_ _y_ yn Lag a contrary the ir 

oman proved ; i rſt in the Tranſgreſſson, and 
a Temptation to her Husband, {Js 3. 6,12, 

Secondly, its plain, that the Defige of God in the maki 
of a Woman, was Propagation. God having made 
the other Creatures Male and Female,found that he who 
was to have Dominion over all the reft, Ger. 1. 26. 
was wanting in the principal part that might enable him 
thereunto. For if Beaſts, Birds and Fifhes did encreaſe, 
and man was yet «lone; Man did not only come ſhort 
of Beaſts in his Delights and Pleaſures but was alſo want» 
ing in Power, and {0 —_—_ _ Dominion over uy 
x 2 rc 


A Diſcourſe of Mixt Marriages. 
reſt. Now the only Wiſe God ſaw man wanted a help 
for this end, which you ſee was Propagation, and not De- 
vo0tion (as you imagine : ) For ſo ſaith the Text, Ger 2. 
20. But for Adam, there was not found for him an help meet. 
And if you ask for what end? Its plain. Ger. 1. 28. 
And God blefſed them, and ſaid unto them; be fruitful, and 
multiply, and repleniſh the Earth, and ſubdue it, and have 
Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over the Fowls of 
the Air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 
Earth. Which could not have been without ſuch a 
help in bis kind, as other Creatures had in #heir kind. 
And the Lord ſaid, it is not good that the man ſhould be 
alone, I will make him a help meet for him, Gen. 2. 18. 
And he made a Woman, and brought her unto the man, 

ver. 22. And Adam ſaid, 'This is now Bone of my Bones, 
and Fleſh of my Fleſh, * mind that, Fleſh of my Fleſh, 
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Friie fore ſhall a man leave his Father and his Mpther,and cleave 
 anto his Wife, and they ſhall be one Fleſh, not one Spirit. 
And therefore where this Relation is made mention of 
in Scripture, it's under the Notion of a Fleſhly Relati- 
on, {hewing that this Relation/may be where they dit- 
fer inthe Spirit; Mat. 5.19. Mark 10. 8. 1 Cor. 7. 14, 
And let me tell you, was this Text, Ger. 2. 18. brought 
to- prove the unlawfulneſs of a Marriage, where Age or 
other Impediments might be ſuppoſed to prevent Intreaſe, 
there might be ſome reaſon for-itz bur'in this caſe,when 


may not marry, it is altogether impertinent. 

B. But we ſee what an Offence this kind of Marriaze 
was to God in the Old World: 'For in (zen. 4. 26. it's 
ſaid, Then began men to call upon the Name of the Lord. 
And in Gen-6.1, 2. And it came v0 paſs, when men be- 
gan to multiply upon the Face of the Earth, and Danghters 
were born unto'them, that the” Sons of God ſaw the Daugh- 
ters of. Mer, that they were fair, and they took, them Wives 


2, and not Spirit of my Spirit, and Soul of my Soul. There- | 


it is brought to prove; that perſons differing.in Religion 
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ſuch a ſevere Warning. 


A Diſconrſe of Mixt Marriages. 
of all which they chooſe. * Now mind the DiſtinCtion, * v. s. 
1he Sons of God, thoſe that called upon his Name, Dilune 
chap. 4 26. They took Wives of the Daughters of Mem, 
chap. 6. 2. This became a Sim, a crying Sing ſuch a ſin as 
God could not bear; and therefore he deſtroged man 
whom he had made, ver. 3. And the Lord ſaid, My Spirit 
ſhall not always ſtrive with man, for that he alſo is Fleſh, And 
wer. 7. The Lord ſaid, I will deſtroy man whom I have 
created, from the Face of the Earth, both Man and Beaſt, 
and the creeping things, and the Fowls of the Air, for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. Now here is the Six 
plain, the Sos of God, took the Daughters of Men : The 
Puniſhment plain, God deſtroyed the World for this Sim : 
as is plain in this Chapter, and the Chapter following. 
This Text I hope is full proof, and may ſerve to warn 
all Men and Women, that they commit not the like $i, 
leaſt they incur a more ſevere Paniſtment having had 


A. Brother, what you obſerve from Ger. 4. 26. Ther 
began men to call upon the Name of the Lord, is very que- 
ſtionable : For Expoſiters are not agreed; about the ire 
Interpretation of thoſe Words ; as' you: may ſee by the 
Margen of your Bible which reads it thus, Then begar 
Mer to call themlelves by the name of the Lord. And 
* Mr. Ainſworth hath it, Then men began to profane the * ee 
Name of the Lord, or profaned!y to call on the Name of 4 
the Lord. And: to this agreeth the Aſſembly in their = 
Annotations upon the place. And therefore to conclude wpoa 
from hence, that theſs were the Church of God : 'The P'*< 
Sons of God: In oppoſition to Carnal and Worldly Men, 
1s altogether ##»ſafe. 

Secondly, It's as uncertain to determine who. thoſe 
Sons of God were from Ger. 6. 2. for the Scripture 
doth not explain what nor who they were, nor from * See 
whence: and the Learned: are ;not agreed about -it. 7 
X Mr, Dally faith, that Juſtin Martyr, h Pat: 
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A Diſcourſe of Mixt Marriages. 
tnllian took them to be Angels that took upon them 
an Humane Shape, and did accompany with Women ; 
and that this was the ſir: for which God deſtroyed the 
Old World. And of this mind is Dr. Prideaux, and ma- 
ny ſince him. So that you ſee it's no cafte thing to de- 
termine. 

Thirdly, And for that Conceit, that theſe Sons of God 
were of the Race of Seth, and the Daughters of Mey, 
of the Seed of Cain, is ſtrange and uncharitable : For 
that ſuppoſeth, that none of the Sons of Seth were Irre- 
ligious, nor any of the Daughters of Cain Pious. 

Fourthly, 1 can alfo tell you of another Opinion, which 
(for ought I know) is as like to Truth as any of theſe : 
And, that is, That theſe Sons of God were a generation 
of Mey, begot by Adam before his Fall ; and were cal- 
led the Sons of Cod, in oppoſition to other Mer, be- 
cauſe they differed from them in Nature. The Sons of 
God being born in the ſtate of Iznocence, and the Daugh- 
ters of Me#: in the ſtate of A : and if fo, the dif- 
ference was great, and the offence great ;. for by this 
Conjundtion, the whole Maſs of Mankind became cor- 
rupt and weak : for the Innocent perſons did not only 
debaſe their Off-ſpring, which ought to have been pre- 
ſerved,) but did alſo learn the corrupt manners of fal- 
len man. 

Now this Opinion ſuppoſeth the Garden of Eden to 
remain till the Flood, and thoſe innocent perſons to inha- 
bit therein, and to have their converſation with God, 
as Adam had before his fall. And that they were as Mel- 
- ſenpers from God to Mankind, at ſuch times and upon 
- ſuch occaſions as pleaſed him. And for the confirmation 
of this Opinion, there are offered theſe Reaſons fol- 
lowing. 

Firſt, When Adem was drove out of Paradiſe, the 
Garden was yet preſerved, and the Tree of Life yet re- 
mained ſtanding, Gey. 3. 24 And God Almighty (2a 
| th 
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A Diſcourſe of Mixt Marriages. 
doth nothing in vain, ) ſet a Guard upon the Tree of 
| Life, to keep fallen Man from coming near it, Ger.3.24. 
Now what was this Garden and this Tree for, ( if all 
Mankind had been driven then out . when Adam was,) 
was it kept for Birds and Beaſts? I pray conſider at 
lerſure. E 

Secondly, The Text faith, When men began to multiply 
pon the face of the Earth, and Daughters were born unto 
them, that the Sons of God ſaw the Danghters of men that 
they were fair, and they took them Wives of all which they 
choſe. hich ſcemeth as 1ft their acquaintance had not 
been from thcir Cradles, but by accident, and upon 
ſome more than ordinary account ; for ſach manner of 
Speech 1s not proper in common Caſes. 

Thirdly, As their acquaintance ſeemeth ſtrange and. 
accidental, 1o the effc&s_ of their union was ſtrange and 
#1expeted to the then World. For the Text laith, zerſ.4. 
When the Sons of God came in unto them, (viz. the Daugh- 
ters of men) and they bare children to them, the ſame be- 
came mighty men. Which imports, that the Eyes of the 
people were fixed upon theſe Marriages, to ſee what 
would be the effeft thercof. And therefore t was fome- 
thing not common among them. 

Fourthly, Thoſe prodigions Births which were in thoſe 
dayes, gives occaſion to think the differenre to lie in'their 
Natures, and not in their Religion: For if it wereqotheir 
Religion, why ſhould not the ſame EffeQs follow now ? 
And why ſhould not. we have a, Race of Gramts from 
ſuch a Conjunction, as well as they ? 

Fiftbly, The Text fairh, verl. 12. Alfie had corrnp- 
ted its way, which doth imply, ſome fleſh! was pare and 
ancortupted till this time. .And'if fo; who'miſt chey be? 
Angels they were yor,, for they ate 'ndr Freſh : Men of 
the ſtock of Adam after rhe Fall, they conld votbe, be- 
caule they were; corrupted by the Falt:: Who then were 
they, and frota whence did they core? Nothing more 

rati- 


A Diſcomrſe of Mixt Marriages. 


rational than to conclude, they were the Inhabitants. © 


the Garden, begat before the Fall ;, and not tainted with. - 


Sin by Adam's tranſgreſſion. And if they were ſuch 
perſons, it's then no wonder that God was provoked 
thereby : To ſee Man pure and wncorrupt, Innocent, and 
as yet Immortal; to debaſe himſelf, and accompany with 
corrupt and fallen Women , only becauſe they were Fair 
and Beautitul : Ard alſo to learn the manners of faller 
Man, and to walkin his depraved wayes. As appears 
they did by the whole-tenor of the Chapter, Gen.6. 
But again, ſuppoling what hath been faid to be but 
a Dream; and that Juſtin Martyr and others of his mind 
were miſtaken in their Notions alſo. Nay, allowing you 
that theſe Men were the Sons of Seth, and the Women 
were the Daughters of Cain ; or, that the Men were 


Members of the Church of God, and the Women. the - 


Davnghters of carnal and worldly Mey ; yet this would 
not prove thoſe Marriages fn al ; or, that the. World 
was drowned becauſe of the fi committed by thoſe 
Marriages. 
_ For, Firſt, if thoſe Marriages were ſful, then they 
were the breach of ſome Law, which I pray you to ſhew 
in anſwer to theſe Quzries at ſome other time. | 
1, What Law they broke ? 
2. When that Law was given ? 
; als BY whom it was given 2? 
. ., 4+. To whom it was given ? 
5. Where « was given ? 
6. The penalty for breaking it ? 
7. The reward promiſed to,thaſe that kept it? 

- Further, Conſider that the AF of mais might be 
lawful, and yet the Accident that might follow »law- 
ful As may: appear by theſe inſtances following. | 

; Firſt, It's lawf# for a man to kindle a Fire in his own 
Houſe , for his lawful. occaſians; but by ill management 
he-may ſet bis own, Houſe on fire, and thereby ro 
us W. ot 
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both his own and his KO rgrore alloy which'i Is woke 
ful to be'done, »&Y1 by 

Secondly, A man may travel. an Hendrod Mites into 
the Country with his . Neighbours 'Wite Jawfallyz but 
having opportunity, - and by giving = to ay as 
they may commit ſw, which is w-l, 

Thirdly, It was Jawful for Dinah to walk abroad, and 
view the Daughters of the Land ; but what followed 
thereupon was «lawful, Gen. 34. 1,2,3. 

Fourthly, It was lawful for David to ſend his Daughter 
Tamar to make Ammon a Cake z and both lawfuland cones 
zrendablein her togo : but what followed'was xnlawful; 
2 'Sam. 13.7, &c. And this might bein the Caſe of theſe 
Marriages, for ought you or I can perceive. 

Bur further, It's. hard to conceive that theſe Marria 
were! ſinful, if we:conſider that God bleſſed rigs 
great-bleſſing, 3n) em. 19 an able: Opin: 
as in Gen. 6.4. When the Sons of God came in un 
Danghters of men, and they bare Children unto them 5; the 
ſame became mighty men, which were oy Old | 0eAE" of re- 


es were finful;- er.hot 
the Sin for which God deltroy Old Worlde' swill 
appear, if. we conſider-what roy rv ch ww49 
Firſt, Theſe Marriages if #a»lawfet, yet conhh oc 
not be wniverſal. And God doth not wiſh ſevercly and: 
univerſally: for the fin of a few, as 1s plain in: the &aſe 
of Sodom, Gen. 18. 3- if tem rightedur, with mot: "_ 
#:for ten's. ſake. 11> 210 8% 
Secondly, The ſin for which the World-was dad; 
— t: but. univerſal,. Gen; 6. 12. God 
the Bart þ, and behold, 'it wat corrupt; for all 
boy es + drow upon the.\earth. er 11 The: 
carth:was alſo cor Gra rehiiond: the .carth was filled 
with violence. Verl. 5.' God. ſaw the wickedneſs of : man-wwas 
great in the carth, and. NY imagination: of —_ 
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And further: if theſe Marria 


A Diſconrſe of Mixt Marriages. 
of his heart was only: evil; and that - carttinuelly.. Verſ. 6, 
And it repented the Lord that he had made man, and it 
grieved him at his: Heart :' And the Lord ſaid, 1 will de- 
man whom I have created, from the. face of the earth: 
So; that you-may fee, their fin was not one lingle Act, 
bat the whole courſ- of their. Lives was wicked, and 
that fot. of ſome few-med only, but the whole maſs 
of Mankind. | 
Lafily, If all be true as you ſuppole, both: as to the 
perſons and fin, with the puniſhment thereof 5 yet your 
buſineſs ts not done : you have yet no Ryletacxcommus- 
nicate. your /Members,: that marty: out. of your, Chrreb, 
from any thing done this/ Caſe. For here God wsboth 
Judge and Executioner himſelf 5 whoſe: Example you 
may notfollow without a Precept.':- And Precept you 


have /none.: And. therefore |boi\plcaſed to deſcend: to- + 


ſomething)more yur WC 3am AEITE any 
thingito offerd: 1001 C0, 
B. F {ba} ; 1 | | C\ 
-A,> Butaf' you pleaſe; Jet u5agree. oquie a plain quoſti: 
= that may reach our caſe, and proceed cy x4 | 
B.:Gojitent, - ——_—_— £MA 2ÞDir If Modongt ba, 

"(A Fhe: 
Whether a Contra& of AMirriager made! between mroperſons 
Nano. 1 aboxt' Iu ftitutions'in matters of Rebigi 4 

and, anwhrey l3n;)be lawfd\ or am/awfad £ 
pray) 


( 4s \Byby gs ahudpare ofiReligion which 
* 15 no way our duty, : dice! weina ye. 0 knowany 
thing:of: it) wi 
CE king CO ones he both urt« 
der thie Zqwy rand alſtrubdereh> Goſpet3. inderithe \Lnw) 
thre is apron iary "on. elopof the 
Med arites with diversoth the Go(paly:rhiewo 
the Lords Swppery. at 


gon! off, Ly 
ge whetiws-a Cantrell of &©'\ enuns, 


then fha-be-atis,-(if,you rm 


explain'what powrnean by: Inflitutions? | 


two - 
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two perſons differing i in chidiy Perfirations: about theſe 
or ſuch like things, and this Contra@ 
the parties. /ive together as Man and Wife: Whether this 
AS be lawful or unlawful? 

B. Unlawful; and that I ſhall prove 

Firſt, By the care the Vertwous had to avoid Jac Mer 
riages. 

Secondly, By the command of God, forbidding Gich 
Marriages. 

Thirdly, By ſhewing gs gap inflicted npon Juch 
that ſo married. 

irſt, for | the care of the Vertwous to avoid ſuch Mar- 

riages, ſee Ger. 24. 3. Abraham ſent his Servant'to his 
Fathers Honſe, to -akivg Wife for” his Son [ſac.' ' And 


. Jſaac ſent Facob to take a Wike of the Daughters of La- 


bax his Vnkle, | to' prevent his-marryin with the Daugh- 
ters of the Land, Gen. 27; 46. ns | 

Now, why ſhould theſe good good le put thetiſetves 
to this trouble, had it been lawful to have married with 
the Dexghters of the Land, which they might have 
done, bath with Howowr and Profitz had it been | fow- 
fal far them' to have done 1t? 5) 

A. Good Men m_ done thingsfor Buſawples eo others, 
as Panl, 2 Theſ. 3. 8,'9.. 1 Cor. 9. from ver. 1. to the 
gth, And as Nehemiah did, Nehem.'y. 15. And Uriah, 
2 Sem. T1. 11. All which:did refuſe:to- do thoſe things 


—_— might: lawfully do, \to: make thamſihves Bbſatephis to 


Secondly, They mightedo theſe things, for the Love 
they: ha 0 their own 'Kindred, and 'the Honour of 
their owis Family a thing dear to the moſt of men. 
Thirdly, The Diſcſteem they- had for the wmnriured 
Canconites: As many in Evgleandat- this day, do not'ap- 
prove of ——_— Strangers: For \which' of 'theſe 
It was, -or . what cle, 1 will not determines but- fute I 
am, not.upon the DI Inn As appears, 

| 2 


Firſt, 


A: Diſcourſe of Mixt Marriages. 
; Firſt, Abraham had.;the Church of God according to 
Inſtitution-m his own. Houſe, and could not want a Wife 
for his Son amongſt, his: own Servants. © For he that 
bronght a Family out of Haran, Ger. 12. 5. and had 
318 Mer-Servants: bor: 1n|his 'own houſe, ' Ger. 14. 14. 
could not be without Wozrer'to make; his:Son a Wife, 
if. Religion had been the thing deſigned ; For the 
Law of Circumciſſou. was given to- Abraham long. before 
Tſaac was born. 

Secondly, When  1ſaac ſent Jacob to the houſe of La- 
ban, it could not be upon the account of Religion; foi 
the ſame reaſon before! alledged., And. beſides, Laban 
was an 1dolater, Ger.'$1. 30: And Ruchel no leſs, when 
ſhe ſtole her Fathers: Gods,. ver. 19; and framed'a' Lye 


to hide them, zey. 34. A Daughter of: Heth could have - 


done Jittle; worſe than this. Sorthat you may ſee, it was 
not Religion that cauſced-theſe goud:men' to travail fo fat 
for Wives, what ever 'it 'were.' Therefore I pray you 
- come'ito the next. - - FT, | 
- D. Secondly, The'\Command of God forbidding ſuch 
Marriages, "Exod, 34:12) Take heed to thyſelf, leſt thou 
make a Covenant with the Inhabitants of the Land whither 


thou 4.46 43077 rr in'the midſt of thee; ver. 16. 


Ard thou take of their daughters to-thy ſons, and their daugh- 
ters go, 4 whoring after their Gods, and make thy - ſons go « 
whoring -after thein Gods. - And'in. Det. 7.3. . Thou" ſhalt 
nat. mrake' Merriages with them ; thy daughter ſbalt 1hou;no# 
give unto his ſon, nor take his daughter unto thy ſon: For 
foe. will turn: away bis heart from following me, that they 
way: ſerve other Gods.,..'And in ' Foſhna 23. 12. If ye in 
any wiſe-go back, : and, cleave. unto the remnant” of theſe Nu- 
tions, :ever thoſe that remain amongſt yok; and \whke 
Marriages with them, and goin untarthem, and they #0: 'you;) 
Knew far certain, that the Lord will no more drive out 'any. 
' af theſe Nations from before you; 'but they ſhall be ſnares 
| - and traps unto. yan, aud ſcourger in.your ſides, andithorns 
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A” Diſeonrſe of Mixt Marriages. 
in your eyes, untill you periſh off this good Land which the 
Lord your God hath given you. © 
Now having given you theſe Proofs out of the Old 
Teſtament, 1 proceed to ſome farther proof out of the 
New Teſtament; and I ſhall begin with rhat of the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, in 1 Cor. 6. 18.* Flee Fornication; and Rervel. 
2. 14. But I hate a few things againſt thee, becauſe thou ha 
there them that hold the Dodrine of Balaam, who taught 
Balak fo caſt a ſtumbling block, before the Children of Iſrael, 
to eat things ſacrificed unto Idols, and to commit Fornica- 
tion, And 2. Cor. 6.14. 1s plain, Be not unequally yoked 
together with 'Onbelievers : for what fellowſhip bark righte- 
ouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs, &c. And ſhall conclude with 
I Cor. 7. 39. The Wife is bound by the Law as long as her 
husband liveth 5. but when ber booked is dead; ſhe is at li- 
berty to be married" to whom ſhe will, only in the Loyd." 
us 'I have proved my poſition by the Word of 
Truth, That a Contra&'of Marriage made betwen two 
perſons of different -opinions in the matters of I»ſtitu- 
ted Religion, &c.- is unlawful. All theſe Texts forbid- 
ding Marriage with the «ncircumciſed, with "thoſe. that 
are in the Harlot ftate wth Unbelievers,'-and ſuch ' as 
are not.in the Lord (as no perſon wnbaptized is. )'1 do 
"therefore expe& your Compliance or Anſwer. + | 
A. Comply with you I cannor, becauſe of your:ma- 
ny miſtakes z but you ſhall have my Anfwer in order, as 
ſoon as T can give it.” + 
Firſt, Then you miſtake the nature of thoſe three 
Texts, Exod. 34. 12. Det. 7. 3. Joſe 23. 12. which-you 
take to be Commands relating to Piety-and Devotions 
when-well confidered-they are no Commands-atall ina 
ptoper ſenſe, but Cantions relating” to-their / pradent- 
and-politick:Government, 'as may appear fromthe ſenſe! 
of 'the Words, which-adviſeth to Redoer theſe Marri-' 
ages, not 'as God enjoynes other-things, becaule /they 
ere 'Abominations, Levit..18. 22% Thoy ſhalt yot .emith 
AITIN Manking .' 


Mankind as with Womanhkind, it is abomination. . And 
verſ: 21. Thou ſhalt not let any of thy Seed paſs through the 
fire unto Molech z either ſhalt thou prophane the name of 
thy God, I am the Lord. See allo Chap. 20. v. 1, 2, 3,4, 
5, 6. And the Reaſon is rendered in 'Chap.. 18. 27, For 
all theſe abominations have the men of the Land ;done which 
were before you, and the Land is defiled. Neither as God 
forbids killing and ftealing, Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou fbatt 
20t fieal, becauſe killing and ſtealing are evil in their 
own-Nature :. No,. but. God forbids theſe, Marriages as 
a thing that was not in its (elf evil, but might tend to 
evil, or open a door to evil, Exad..34:; 12. | Take theed 
thy ſelf leſt thou make a Covenant with the inhabitants of 
the Land whither thou goeſt, leſt it be for a ſnare in the mid 
of thee. See allo verl. 16,' Aud thou take \of their Dau 
ters unto thy Sons, and their Daughters go a whoring after 
their (Gods, and make thy Sons go awhoring after their (Gods, 
Dewt. 7. 23. Neither ſhalt thou make Marriages with 
them: And why ? not becauſe it is a fin or an abo- 
mination {o to do, but becauſe ſhe will draw away his 
heart, ſhe will þe a temptation to-.thy Son, to ;follow 
her Gofls.  And,the ſame is in, Joſ. 23. 12: Know for 
4 certain [if thou cleave to this people, it will be a ſnare to 
thee, not a ſin.in thee; an immoratity in thee, but a ſnare 
io thee: Thy -Heart may be drawn away by it; and if 
it be, then ſee thy doom, verſ. 16. which: doth, import 
no leſs, but that theſe Marriages might be made, and. 
the heart yet with the Lord, though in danger .to-be 
drawn away thereby 3 as is plain in the Caſe of Moſer, 
David, and Solomon, as we ſhall ſhew in due place. So 
that the matter -contained in. theſe Texts, is no, other, 
buta part of the -politick Law given to Iſrael which, al, 
tered, and became "4 <5 weaker by. oocafion.and. 
circutuſtance; of which kind of Laws {ſrael had many :; 
Iſhall only inſtance 'in. two, The. Firſt is Dex. 20. 19. 
Whez thou ſhalt beflege a-City a lowg time in waking _ 
OV Af, agaim 
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aiſt it to take it; thou ſhalt not deftroy the Trees thereaf b: 
orcing an Ax againſt them: And why ? not becauſe the 
thing was finfu], but becauſe thou mayeſt. eat of them : 
Therefore thou ſhalt not- cut them down, for the Tree 
of the field is mans Life, The Second' is Dent. 22. 8. 
When thou buildeſt” a new Houſe, then thou fhalt make a 
Battlement for thy Roof. And why ? was ie ſintql to build 
a Houſe'without a'Battlement ?: Nofſure, not finful bur 
dangerous, as the Text ſaith; That thou bring not Blood 
upon thitie Houſe if any man fall from thence. 

But Secondly, This appears to be the meaning of theſe 
words, if you'conlider, they were as well'caxtion*d'from 
making any her | Covenant with 'them, as the” Covenant 
of Marriage. See again the ſame three Texts, Exodus 
34. 12. Take heed to thy ſe Jef. "ef thou make a Covenant 
with the. inhabitants of the : and in zerſ. 15: Taks 
heed to #hy felf, oh Rf fel mitke a Covenant ' with the inka 
tdits of the” $0'that to hire'# Houſe, ot to/pur- 
. chaſea' 7 ineyard: of a Caraarite, was -as great/a' Breach': 
of this'Law, 'as'to marry his Daughter. Nayto' ſpare 
his Life, or the Life of his Wife, Childten or his Cattle, 
was' altogether 'contrary to this aw; fee Dent. 20. 16, 
17, which only reſpe&ted thoſe ſeven Narivns: ' 

Thirdly, You miſtake" the ptopletas well ss- the thing; 
and conchude/that Jſrecl was forbja to' marry with al) 
Nations rv the World: When nothing can be greater 
miſt#ke, / 4 yot! nay eaſtly ſee by thefe Texts, Exod. 34: 
2.) Take head 39- thy- felf, leſt low AJ Toby with 
the inhabitants of the" Land" whithew:thi bog 
7.1, 2, 3- Wics the Lord thy God off ing thbe 
the Land'w6hnhor thon goeſt to Poſeft, ant bat h 2 Okes* t14- 
iy Nations boſpre-+hee; "the Hittites, ' ar the' O1 thites, 
andthe Attimorites,end| the-Curtenites, owe 
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deBroy ther; thou ſhalt . make no Covenant with | them, 
or ſhew mercy. unta thew ;, neither ſhalt thou make. marria- 
ges with them, 8c 9 Pn He, Tm 
Se that you ſee, it was them, thoſe ſever Nations, the 
Inhabitants of that Land 'which they were to poſleſs. 
And: ſo you have it. moſt plainly and fully expreſt in 
Dent. 20. 16,17, But: of 'tke Cities. of theſe -people, which 
the Lord thy God doth give thee. for ap. inheritance, thou 
ſhalt ſave alive nothing that breatheth, &c. And again in 
_ 12. you have it as fully -and particularly 
exprelt, | Breb 
And now, pray., Brother mind, tho' you -put:no dif- 
ference between one uncircumciſed \people and: ano»: 
ther ; yet the All-wiſe God made a great one: For theſe 
ſeven Nations were all to die, and to have norterms of 
peace - but other people might have terms of Peace, ſee 
. Det. 20. 10, 11, 12, 13,14, 15. A Moabite\might enter 
into the Congregation in his Tenth Gererstion, \chap.. 29;. 
verſ. 3. and in verſ. 7. ,Thou ſhalt not abbor..an Edomite, 
for. he is thy Brother: thou ſhalt not abhor «an Agyptian, 
becauſe thou me a ſtranger in his Land, - The T 
Fourthly, T here was great reaſon why-the Fews ſhould: 
make no Covenant with thoſe people: of the ſeven Na- 
tions, (and that out of State-policy as well as Religion :) 
For had. the Jews. made Coverfants and Contradts, and 
Terms of Peace with them, and more. eſpecially the 
Contra& of Marriage; It would not only have indan- 
prod. the ews Apoſtacy, but hindred and prevented the 
Xfign of God Almighty ſo far as-man could have been 
an Inſtrument-for.' . | | | 
_ Firſt, 1t would have abated the Courage and Reſo- 
latjon of the Jews, in purſuing the Conqueſt of thoſe 
Nations. . Every. Marriage would: haye begotten divers 
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Woman, for her Fathers Family. You ſee Rahab was not 
content to make Terms for her ſelf, but alſo for her 
Fathers Family, and her Kindred, Joſhua 2.22. 

Secondly, Such Affinity would be a means to betra 
their Councels to their Ememies : Women being &rtift, 
at drawing out Secrets, and diſcloſing them for the hurt 
of their Huſbands. As you may fſce in the caſe of 
Sampſon ; both his Wives betraying him, till at length 
he was betrayed into the hands of his Eremies. See 
Judges 14.15, 16, 17. with chap 16. 

Thirdly, Such Affinity would hinder the Deſign of 
God, in rooting out thoſe Seven Nations, who were ſo 
abominable in his ſight, that God determined to deſtroy 
them, Levit. 18. 28.20. 23. Dent. 20. 16, 17. 
 Fourthly, It would have prevented the fulfilling the 
Promiſe of God made to Abraham, that he would give 
that Land to his Seed for a Poſleflion, which could 
not ſtand with Covenants and Contra&ts made between 
them. For as loug as they had been at Amity, the Ca- 
raanites would have been Sharers both in the Poſſeſſzor 
and Government. So that hence you ſee, here was much 
reaſon why Marriage ſhould be forbid with thoſe peo- 
| ple, and yet not with all Nations whatſoever: And 
that as well from rules of Policy as Religion. 

Fifthly and Laſtly, touching theſe three Texts, I ſhall 
further ſhew you are miſtaken about the extent of the 
Word. For will prove, that the Jews might marry 
with ſuch people of other Nations as were Oncircum- 
ciſed : For, 

Firſt, The words of the prohibition (or caution) ex- 
preſſeth no other people than the Sever Nations, and 
they are expreſſed by Name, as hath been ſhewed alrea- 
dy, Dent. 7. 1, 2,3. 

Secondly,[t appears,from the different reſpetthey were 
to bear to other people, the Ammonite, the Moabite, the 
Edomite, and /Egyptian, = all the people they conque- 


red; 
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red; as hath been ſhewed from Dex#. 20.10, 11,12, 13, 
14,15,16. Chap.23.3,4,5,6,7,8. 

Thirdly, Tt appears from the many Marriages that were 
made with the Uuncireumciſed, and ſome of them by 
men moſt eminent in the Church of Iſrael, who were 
never blamed for ſo doing ; As you may fee by theſe 
Scriptures, 1-Chron. 2.34,35-. and Sheſhan gave his daughter 
to Farha his ſervant to Wife, who was an Egyptian. And 
Solomon took Pharah's Daughter m his youth, and yet 
lived in the favour of God and good men without re- 
proof, until he was Old, and fell to Idolatry. Which 
had that Marriage, or any other of his Marriages been 
ſins of that deep die (as you ſuppoſe) could he have 
palled Twenty, Thirty, or Forty Years, having fach 
guilt upon him, without ſhew of reproof? Were all the 
Prophets aſleep £ was no Nathaz then in being ? Had 
God himſelf forgot his own Laws? Nay, his own Holi- 
neſs? And would he accept of the ſervice of a perſon 
thus defiled as Solomon ? which muſt have been, in caſe 
_ Marriages had been as ſinful as you eſteem them 
to be. 

But further, David did make fach a Marriage with 
Maacah the Danghter of Talmai, King of Geſhur, 2 Sam. 
3.3. And that you may know Geſhuy to be no part of 
I1frael, it was a City in Syria, as appears, 1 Sam. 15, 8, 
And for Moſes, who was their great Lawgiver, it is plain 
he had two Wives of the fame ſort ; the firſt an Erhzo- 
pian, the ſecond a Midianite, as you may ſee Numb. 12.7T. 
Exod.2.21. The latter of which was far from a Proſelyte; 
when ſhe fo violently oppoſed the circumcifing of her 
Son, Exod. 4. 25,26. And yet you'ſce how God juſti- 
= Moſes againſt Aaron and Miriam, Numb. 12. 4, 5; 6, 
70, 9- , 

Fourthly, The Jews were allowed to marry with the 
Edomites and Agytians, Deut. 23. 7, 8. Thou ſhalt not 
abhor an Edomite, becauſe he is thy brother : Thou ſhalt _- | 

| ____ abhoy: 
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abhoy an /Egyptian, becauſe thou waſt a Stranger in his 
Land : The Children begotten of them ſhall enter into the 
Congregation in their third generation. 
Fiftbi axd laſily, They might marry with all ſuch as 
they 94 conquered, and if fo, then no doubt with all 
ſuch as they were at peace with all : That they might 
marry with the Captives, ſee the expreſs word of God, 
Dent. 21.10,11,12,13. When thou goeſt forth to war againſt 
thine Enemies, and the Lord thy God hath delivered them 
into thine hand, and thou haſt taken them Captive, and ſeeſt 
among the Captives a beautiful Woman, and haſt a deſire nn- 
to her, that thou mayſt have her to thy Wife Then thou 
ſhalt bring her home to thine houſe, and ſhe ſhall ſhave her 
Head, and pair her Nailes, and put the Rayment of her Cap- 
tivity from off her, and fhail remain in thine houſe, and be- 
wail her Father and her Mother a whole month: and after 
that thou ſtalt go in unto her and be her Hlusband, ſhe 
ſhall be thy m_ 

And this I hope may ſerve for an Anſiver to what you 
have produced outof the Old Teſtament : I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to ſpeak to your New Teſtament Texts in order. 

And, #irſt, To that in 1Cor. 6. 18. It's to be obſer- 
ved in the firſt place, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks not one 
word of Marriage, but of Fornicationz and of being 
joyned to, and becoming one body vvith an Harlot. 
Where vve are to obſerve, the Apoſtle ufeth the Word 
by vvay of fmilitxde, ſhewing, That as he who joyned 
himſelf to an Harlot, became one body with her, in the 

« outward and common ſenſe : ſd he that joyned himſelfe 
with {dolaters im their Worſhip, became one with them 
in 1delatry 3 And this the Apoſtle calls Forrication, which 
he would have us to flee, as being of a poyſonous nature, 
and that which will certainly detfile us. 

We know that the Falſe Church is ſometimes called 
an Harlot, and Idolatry called Fornication. But this is 
no-way.to be.applyed to ſingle perſons, for they are no 
2116 D 2 | 
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Harlots as they are ſingle perſons. My Wife is not at-all 
- to be accuſed for Incontinency, ' becauſe ſhe and I differ in 
Religion ; nor are ſhe and I made one Spirit by any A& 
that relates to Marriage; and therefore I take this to be 
no-proof at all. 

But further, in cafe this Text' be to be underſtood in 
a-common ſenſe, then it no way concerns the perſons 
whoſe cauſe I plead : For they are perſons who are ho- 
\neſtly married, and their Beds-undefiled*; and ſo are not 
within the compaſs of this Text : for Marriage is no 
. where called Fornication, no, not when made with Ca- 
24anites, the moſt obnoxious of any people. 

B. Yes, Brother, in Revel. 2; 14. For Joſephus ſaith, 
That Iſrael married the Moabitiſh Women, which is that 
. Do&rine taught by Baleam, which. ſome alſo in the 
. Church of Pergamw did maintain, and is there called 
. Formication. AS 2A RIA 

A. That there was ſome in the Church of Pergamws 
who held the Dodrine of Balaam, is true. But that mar- 
.rige with perſons differing in Religion was that Dodrine 
or Fornication, is yet to prove. For whatever Joſephws 
faith-concerning the Jews marrying with the Moabites, is 
little to the purpoſe. But this the Scripture ſaith, Numb. 
25. They committed whoredom with the Daughters of Moab. 
And in Revel. 2. 14. it's called Forrication, which Mr. 
Phillips faith * is all one thing. | | 

Now there is no-doubt but God was alwayes diſplea- 
ſed with ſuch Immorality, let it becommitted with whom 
and by whom-it will. And the more when ſuch ſins are: 
common, as this was at that time in Iſrael; and not only 
common, but done in the face of the Sun,” in «Herr 
to Government and: Governours.- Nay, and by the 
Chief of the people. That as Ezra ſaith, The hand of 
_ Princes and Rulers have been Chief in this Treſ- 
pals. | : | 
-- Secondly, This was not aniAﬀ of Fornication _ 
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but was accompanied with the aggravating circumſtance 
of [dolatry ; for fo faith the Text, Numb. 25. And they 
called the people: to the Sacrifices of their Gods, and the - 
people did eat, and bowed down to their Gods, and Tſraet 
joyned himſelf unto Baal-peor. Which according to Joſe- 
phus, was a contratt made between the wer of Iſrael, and 
the women of M»ab : 'the Women _ inſtructed not'to 
conſent, but upon Condition that the {ſraelztes ſhould do! 
Sacrifice to their Gods : which ſeemeth to be true. ' And 
if ſo, no wonder tho' God ſhewed his fore diſpleaſure 
againſt them ; For let the Women have been = the 
Caſe had been the ſame; for the wife of the Boſom is 
to die, that ſhall z*tice her Husband to follow ether Gods, 
as you may ſee Deut. 13. 6,7,8,9. $0 that it's not a 
Woman of ſuch a People, nor yet a Marriage thus ſo- 
lemnized, that would excuſe I/-ael for the ſin of Ido- 
latry: | 
Thirdly, How do you 'know by all this, what- this 
Dodtrine of Balaam was? It cannot 'be known by an 

thing in Numb. 25. nor in' Revel. 2. 14. For both the 
report only the ſin'of 1ſrael, and the puniſhment which 
enſued thereupon : -which was but the effect of Baalaw's 
Dodrine.* Balazm did not teach Iſrael one' thing or 
other, he taught Balak; and' when he was-taught )by 
Balaam, 'he improved it to. his own advantage (as'he 
he thought) and to the deſtruction of Iſrael. So: that we 
are at 'a Joſs 'to- know what thad Dottrine was, *which 
God reproved'in the: Church of Pergamme, and the wwiſeſt 
of men can but imagine ; 'and when ithey have done, 
muſt be content to let another think as he will. For my 
part I have not been without my thoughts about it, and 
do think I am as near as any I have ſcen; and; becauſe in 
this caſe I may find it as ſoon as a wiſer, I will/'alſo give 

you my Opinion: waich isas you ſhall heat) 
But Firſt, I have not read or heard "of 'any people 
that are ſobarbarous, but they worſhip 4 God's and-tho' 
Vine it 
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it be a Tree, yet they look upon it to be ſacred, and do 
fear offending of this God. 

. _ Secondly, There is none ſo barbarows but make Conſci- 
ence of ſome moral - Duties, and fear the committing of 
= Immoralities. And 'this I ſuppoR to be Balak's 
Caſe. "51 

For Balaam not being able to -carſe Iſrael, Balak 
ſent him away without " cipag Numb. 24. 11, 12. Now 
Balaar (as Foſephws reports) to gratifie Balak, and to 

rchaſe Favour with Moab and Mzdiay, he well 
wing God was offended with him, and. 1ſrael could 
have no kindneſs for him, he: (being now deſperate) 
bethought himſelf of this Siratagew, which' if Balak 
would try, right cffect his Defign 3 which was the de- 
ſtruction of Iſrael. 
- The Plot was, that Balak ſhould take the | farreft-of 
their Virgins, and dreſs them richly, and ſend them to 
dance about the Tents of 1ſracl, that he might provoke 
the Iſraelites, whom he knew to be great admirers of 
beaxtiful Women ; but when the Iſraehtes cametorequeſt 
the exjoyment. of them, they ſ{bould in no wiſe conſents; 

- but. upon'this condition, 'that the ' Fews ſhould 'go with 
them to-their Worſhip, and ſerve their Gods, Now here- 
at (I conceive) Balak might make ſome ſcruple, as fore- 
ſeeing ſome great Evil mult be committed to accompliſh 
chis Deſgn. "7 

As de An A& of baſe. Diſſemulation, to pretend 

Love and Kindneſs, when the Deſign was Maxrder' and 

Deſtrudjon. And how far this might go with a Moral 

Heathen, cannot be imagined, | 

; Secondly, There muſt be the defiling of ſo many Vir- 

gins, which goes hard with the worſt of men, and is-ab- 

horred:of' Hedthens. | | 
Thirdly, Diſfemulation in the name of their Gods whom 
they adored, and to whom they endeavour to proſelyte the 

Tews, not out of. Honour to their Gods, but toaccowpliſha 

 defignof their own. ourth- 
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Fourthly, The Fews muſt be thought to be wile Hoe: 
crites, that ſhall be drawn upon ſuch Terms to ſerve 
their Gods, that they might obtain the ſatisfying of their 
baſe Luſts ; and their Offering was a profaning the name 
of thoſe Gods. 

Now Balak might fear (upon the apprehenſion of all 
theſe Evils) that his Gods would be offended; For were 
it his own Caſe, he would not accept the Service of one 
of his own Princes, that ſhould be accompanied with 
ſuch a heap of monſtrous Villanies, fo reproachful to him, 
and diſhonourable to his name. 

Now to ſatisfie Balak in this Scruple, Balaam applieth 
himſelf, and layeth down a Propoſition, which if he and 
his People did believe, then they would not fear to fo]- 
low his Advice. And therefore telleth Balak, that all 
this fear of his did ariſe from his wart of Knowledge in 
the Divine Myſteries, for all this was both lawful, lauda- 
ble and Jafofate (at ſuch a time and in ſuch caſes as the 
preſent Circumſtances had brought him and his people 
into) for men to commit any Evil, and break the Laws 
both of Nature and the Gods, without any Offence 
to them, when it was toa'pood end, either for the procu- 
ring of a grcater Good, or y—_ a greater Evil. And 
thou Balak needeſt not fear to do what [1 adviſe thee 
unto. 

Thy Caſe requires ſomething to be done that is exj- 
nent; 1 am a Prophet, and thou knoweſt my Converſa- 
tion is with the God?, and I know they do allow of this 
Principle. The God of Iſrael doth allow of it in his. 
People, and thy Gods will allow of it in thee. Thy Cafe 
is dangerons, and thou haſt reaſorrs ſufficient to juſtifie thy 
proceedings in this matter. As, | 
. Firſt, Thy own'preſervation, and the ' preſervation of 
thy Family, which is motive enough'to provoke a man 
to- wound his own Conſcience, that he might prevent 
luch a Miſchief. 

Second- 
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_ Serondly, The preſervation of thy People and Conntry 
which will be made a prey, their Countrey taken from 
| them, themſelves and their Children made Captives at 
| the leaſt. For if theſe Iſraelites prevail, thy whole Peo- 
' © ple will be their Slaves and YVaſſals. And- therefore it 

hooves thee and thy People to conſider what Miſchicf - 
hangs over your Heads, and not to ſcruple at the means 
that may prevent it. 

Thirdly, Your Religion will be changed, your Gods 
diſhonoured and blaſphemed, your Groves will be cut up, 
and your Altars pulled down; which is ſo great a Mit- 
chief that nothing can equal it. It would-be your Six, 
nay your #rpardonable Sin, it you do not your utmoſt' 
to prevent this. ' And tho' the way I have preſcribed 
is an evil way, and may not be allowed in Common Ca- 
ſes, yet when it may poorer a- greater miſchief, or pro- 
cure a greater good, then it's not only lawful, but a Du- 
ty. And therefore let thy People be inſtructed in this 
Principle, that they may ad their part with boldneſs 5; for 
you may expe a bleſſrng for it. 

Beſides, it's very likely to become a Snare to Iſrael : 
for if they cloſe with 'the Temptation, and worſhip your 
Gods, their God will be offended at them.z becauſe in 


| _ this they neither avoid an Ev], nor procure a Good : 


nor have any ſuch thing in their Eye, but only -the ſa- 
tisfying a baſe and carnal Luſt, 
ow this I take to be the Do@rine of Balaam, which 
ſome in the Church of Pergawws held, and which (as 
is ſaid) ſome in the Rowiſh Church hold at this day; 
which is a Doftrine ſo hateful to God, and deſtructive 
to Mankind, that it makes man's Life and God's Glory 
a Tennant at will to the Conceit of ſinful Men; and 
no doubt it is moſt abominable to the Divine Majeſty, 
and ought to be avoided. 
But whether this Conceit of mine be true or no, yet I 
am ſure nothing in thoſe two Texts, Numb. Sk, nor 
Þ. evel 
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Revel. 2. 14. doth prove thoſe Marriages' unlawful which 
I contend for. *' -? l 2121-2, : 

For, not to tell you the difference here between 
theſe people, was 'in matters of Morality, who was the 
true God? And not in Jſtitxtes, How the True God 
was to be worſhipped? Of which you' oughit to-'take 
notice. [ 0/71 

' T will ſhew you for all this, that Jſrael might marry 
both with Moab and Ammon, and that the Childrex be- 
got of them, might in time be admitted into the Cor 
gregation. And that both theſe are true; ſee Rinh ri 4 
Demt. 23. 3. And the reaſon is rendred why they 'miphe 
not be admitted ſooner in V. 4. | £301 
- Asto2 Cor, 6. 14. Be not unequally yoked together, Be. 
bevers with Unbelievers. I cannot but wonder you ſhould 
urge it 3 for the Caſe is plain, it ſpeaks of orſhip-and/a 
Spiritual relation, and that appears from many expreſſi- 
ons which ths Apoſtle uſeth.-''As, What: ſeMowſhiphath 
righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs * What communion hath 
light with darkneſs ? ot, what concord hath Chriſt with Be- 
lial ?' And what part hath he thas believeth, with an Infidel e 
And what agretment hath the Temple 'of God with Iadlt 
For ye are the Temple of the having God; as God hath ſaid, 
Twill dwell in them, and walk in them, and they ſhall 'be 
my people, and I will be their God. Y 

Now it's plain this reſpects the Church, and their {AF 
Fmbling, .and: having Communion '6ne+ with another; 
and with' God himſelf; who' can admit of nothing that 
is/Carnal, and favours of the fleſh. But what ſignifies)this 
to a flefhly and carnal relation? 

For tho” I may not go to the dels Temple,and eat their 
Sacritices with a Pagan, nor ſuffer him to fit down-with 
me at the Lords Table; yet I may joyn Partners with 
him in Trade and Bufineſs. And in'this kind of Relation 
we may have fellowſhip, concord and Nee tho' 
not about Religion.. And - $ plain, thatwhere thoſe pr 

How an 
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and Womern.;have zyarried\) who have: thus differr'd-in 
matters of Religion. They have had notwithſtanding +- 
the ſame agreement, concord and fellowſhip that others 
do enjoy, both as in relation to the Marriage-bed, and 
other worldly -Afﬀai;s,. and-ſome times more, +to' their 
content and- profit. Afid;tberefore. it cannot be ths Re- 
lation that is reprehended 1n this Chapter, 1" 
And as to 1 Cor. 7. 39. The wife is bound by the Lay, 
as long as her busband liveth, but if ler hnsband be dead,ſhe 
is.at liberty to he warvied to whom ſhe will, only inthe Loyd. 
I might put many queſtions to. you; about/the intent 
of theſe Words; As tb-cnquire;:who may! be. ſaid. to be in 
the Lord 2 Whether it reipedtt a being/ in the Faith, (a 
Baptized Perſon 2.) Or, whether a being intheLord' re- 
ſpeds not a perſon's being allowed of by, the Lord ? and 
reſpedts'nat. the Line of Conſangnirity's And thenito be 
in:the, Lord 1a that ſenſe;.1s:to.be:one whole Marriage 1s 
approved. of; by the Lord,he not being 'too'near' of kin. 
And laſtly, whatſoever -it is. to be in the. Lord, yet: 
Whether men are bound by the fame Law, ſeeing the 
Apoſtles ſpeaks only-of.the Women? 'And although'ma- 
ny times when. Men are. mentioned the. Women are in- 
cluded, yet I know not where, the Women being-men- 
tioned includes the Men. But theſe and more I will 0+ 
mit and come to the Words. The wife. is bound. by the 
Law, as long ;as her husband, liveth ; but - if ber husbaxd be 
deadhc ſhe is at. liberty to be married to whom ſhe will, only: 
inthe. Lord. The whole ſtreſs-lics in the laſt Clauſe 5now: 
ſuppoſeT allow you, that to be rightly baptized, 'is to be 
in 6g ek yet I deny theſe words to-be a Command, 
or, the recital of a Command. | 
Firſt, becauſe; there-never was any. ſuch Cammand; 
but reſpected Menas well as Women. All the Texts im 
- | the, Old Teſtament run thus, Thou ſhalt not. give thy 
; © Danghter to his Son, nor take His Daughter to thy Son. 
Sa.. that by thoſe Precepts, Men |: were. bound oy 
| we 
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well as Women, Which is' not exprefled * here. 
| Secondly, Virgins as well as Widows. But this is ſome- 
thing belonging to Widows, and is: here put down for 
them by way of advice. 

Thirdly, If ever there was any ſuch Law that a Wid- 
dow might marry with none but a Baptized perſon, and 
one in the Church - Thenit'seither a Law given by way 
of Precept, and is ſomewhere tobe found amongſt Gods 
Commands, or elſe ſhe is bound to marry in the Lord 
by the Law of Prudence. If you fay ſhe is bound by 
the former of theſe Laws, then I pray ſhew wher it was 
given, and by whom, and where the Record 1s to be 

nd, that we may have recourſe thither for our fur- 
ther ſatisfation ? And if you fay ſhe is bound by the 
latter of theſe, viz. by the Law of Prudence, then our 
Diſpute is at an end, and I will fay with you, that it's 
prudently'done ſo to marry. But what if ſhe be not fo 
wiſe? How ſhall you and TI help it > more than if your 
Wife or mine ſhall liſten their Servants, and here them- 
ſelves reproached without. cauſe, contrary to the advice 
of the Wiſe man in Eccleſ. 7. 21. Alſo take no heed to all 
words that are ſpoken, leſt thou hear thy ſervant curſe thee : 
and by this means they be 'put into a paſſion, and miſ- 
behave themſelves. Can you deal with them for heark- 
ening to their ſervants diſcourſe? no ſure, though con- 
trary to/advice : but for their paſſion and miſbebieviogr 
you may, though the former was the leading cauſe there- 
of. And again, the Wiſe man adviſeth men againſt ſure- 
. tyſhip, Prov. 22. 26. Be not thou one of. them that ftrike 
hands, or of them that are Sureties for Debts : ſhewing 
the danger in verſ. 27. 8 Chap. 6. 1. & Chap.11.15. Yet 
if you or I contrary to this advice ſhould become bound 
for another\'man, and by that means ſhould be impove- 
riſhed and made miſerable and not able to ſupport our 
ſelves and Families ; yet who ſhall deal with us for our 
negleting this advice, _ bringing trouble upon our 

2 own 
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own heads. And you way. take notice, that the whole of 
this Chapter is Advice and Information, how to behave 
themſelves in a timeof Difficulty,occalioned by a queſtion 
concerning Marriage ; which by the' anſwer of the A- 
poſthe was not (as I conceive) about the lawfulneſs of 
Marriage - But 1t was, bofrn Wo! 

Firſt, About the expediency of it in ſuch a tizve as that 
was, in which Perſecution was ſo great, (or like ſadden- 
ly ſo to be) That they that had Wives ſhould be as they that 
had none; thatis, they ſhould be unſetled in the World, 
and could. promiſe themſelves. as little enjoyment of 
Wife or Children as he that had none at;all. Verſ. 29, 
And they that bought, as though they poſſed not. For they 
could not reaſonably think to live in the enjoyment of 
their Pofleſlions : For the faſhion of this World paſſeth 
away, ver(. 30. 32. Now the Caſe being ſuch, it became 
a Queſtion, Whether Marriage was' allowed? | And-it may 
be ſome might not think' it lawful, as-ſavouring of the 
fleſh. Others perhaps might thisk it ſinful to beget Iflue 
and to be taken from them, leaving a Woman with Child, 
or Children, to the mercy of Pagan Tyrants,tobebrought 
up in their Idolatries. And-others {who were the-more 
moderate among them,) all-this conſidered, might think 
Marriage very wadviſable in any Member whatfoevere | 

Now to this the Apoſtle gives anſwer, verſ. 1: That 
it's good for a man wot to touch a Woman. Which anſwer, 
if you take it in any otherſ{cnſe than hath been delivered, 
1s altagether contrary to what God declared, (Ger. 2. 18. 
1t « not good the man ſhould be alone. And altogether con» 
trary to the Difates of Natxre, and to the common con- 
ſent of mankind, and to your own-Experience.and Opimi- 
px too.” Qtherwiſe, why do you marry: your Sons and 
Daughters with ſuch {peed.if you believe it beſt for:them 
to be alone. , So that: it's plain 'the Apoſtles Anſwer 
reſpects the time, and'not Marriage it {elf 

Fer, Newertheleſe to. avoid Fornication, let every man 
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have his own Wife, and every ' Woman: her | awn Huthend. 
Therefore, tho' the time: be-{o dangerans-(as you con+ 
ceive)) and that it's better and; more adviſable to live 
ſingle, becauſe of the danger that may enſue, and the 
Bondage that Marriage may bring you into, yet ſuffer 
not your ſelves to be tempted, nor live in diſcontent by 
following my Advice, for there is no reaſon.you {hould 
do ſo: For God hath allowed men to marry, and Mar- 
riage 1s yet both lawful and commendable. And there- 
fore whoſoever hath not the gift of Continency, but 
are defirous to pofleſs thoſe lawful Enjoyments, let them 
take hold of that hberty which God hath allowed, and 
which is much better-for. them who cannat contain. See 
rer. 8, 9. which plainly ſheweth, that allthis and much 
more was but Counſel and Advice, what to'do, and how 
to demean' themſelves in that difficult time 3 that when 
Perſecution came _ them they might have. no Clogs 
_— Weights upon them, | but to be without cerefulne(s, 
verſ. 32. 

And having thus given his Judgment and Advice, 
he now-in this 39 ver.” comes to ſpeak of the Wite, that 
the was not at liberty to leave or forfake. her Huſband, 
let what would befal ker; 'for the Goſpels ſake; but was 
bound by - the Law of Marriage to live and abide with 
him as long as he lived 3 but when: ber Husbaud was dead 
ſhe was free from that Tie or Obligatian, and «t liberty, 
to be-married to another man, Rom. 7..3.: or at hberty 
to:take her own liking, or marry whoxe ſbe pleaſed but 
yetif ſhe would take his Advice, he thought 74 vas bet- 
ter to live unmarried, ver. 8. But for the unmarried end 
Widdows, it's good for them if they abide eveu os 1; but 
if they cannot contain, let them marry: For they: are not 

ound to live Widdows:. But notwithſtanding, tho' the 
Goſpel doth ſo far eomply- with! Native, as to admit of 
a ſccond Huſband ; nay, God hath not laid any reſtraint 
upon them, but. that' they may marry if they. wall, avd 


with 
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with whom they will; : yet let them be. wary-and take 
Advice, there is more occcaſion;:than ordinary. for it ; 
let them - therefore marry:in the Lord : (a Brother, one 
that may not be a Srare to her, nor a-Diſconragement ) 
for when ſhe is once married again, ſhe-is then bound 
by the ſame Law ſhe was before, And therefore if ſhe 
meet with one oppoſite to her,her Burthen will be great, 
and few will beſo good natur'd as to pity her. There- 
fore my Counſel and Advice 1s, that ſhe marry in the Lord, 
1... in the Faith. 

That this is'the ſum of what is-here intended, ſeems to 
appear from the following Verſe, where the: Apoſtle faith, 
But ſhe is happier if ſhe ſo abide after. my Judgment, and [ 
think I have. the Spirit of God : Which methinks makes 
the Caſe plain, that the Apoſtle is not here ſpeaking of 
Laws and Precepts ; but is giving Advice and ;Connſel, 
and that more particularly for that time, and-.upon that 
occaſion : The time being dargerow, and the perſecu- 
tion ſharp and ſevere. 

For if otherwiſe, then the Advice of the Apoſtle a- 
bout Marriage '(in the main} contradidteth- the whole 
Deſign of making Womankind : For God: created them 
for-that end; and thought it, inay, knew it, nay, ſaid it, 
that Marriage was-be(t for Man, Ger. 2. 18. And the A- 
poſtle alſo enjoyns that they, to wit,the Believers ſhould 
not defraud each other, ver. 5. and in 1 17m. 5. 14. 1 
will therefore that the younger Widdows marry and bear 
Children, For tho' it might be good upon ſome account, 
yet it's not ſafe, for ſome have already turned aſide after 
Satan; And it's a ready way to give occaſion to the Ad- 
verſary to ſpeak reproachfully. 

And thus in my Judgement, it appears plain, that what 
is here ſaid, 1s nothing more than-the good Advice of a 
good Man; which if we take we do well, and are to 

commended, but if we take it not, we are not to be 
condemned or reproved. And that hitherto here is te 

proo 


A Diſcomrſe of 'Mixt Marriages. 
roof of the Propoſition : That different - perſwaſtorrs- in 
the matter of Inſtitutions, makes a m_ + fear 

B. My third Demonſtration, is the ſevere Pun; t 
God hath inflicted upon ſuch as have ſo married ; which 
yow-ſhall ſee Numb. 25. 4. And the Lord ha unto Moſes, 
take all the Heads El the people and hang them np before the 
Sur. Now the offence committed was marrying with the 
Moabites, as Joſepins reports. 

A. I have ſhewed before; the Scriptures ſaith, They 
committed whoredom with the Daughters of Moab. Which 
Word:is never uſed where Marriage: is intended : and 
not only ſo, but they alſo-followed the Gods of Moab, 
verl. 4.. which is more apparent from the words of Mo- 
ſes.to the Elders of gw Slay ye every one his man that 
were joyned unto Baal-peor. Not thoſe that were married: 
to Moabites, but joyned to Baak-peor.. . This was'the [in, 
the cry7g ſin, at which God was.ſo ſorely diſpleaſed.. Arid 
[ have ſhewed you already, that if the Wite of the Bo+ 
ſom entice her Husband, ſhe muſt die, Dent. 13.6, 7, 8,9. 
And alſo I have ſhewed you, 1ſrae! might marry withthe 
Moatites, Ammonites, Edomites, and Egyptians, Deut.23. 
but might not follow their Gods. 

B. In Judges 3. its ſaid, And the children of Iſrael dwelt 
among the Canaanites, Hittites, Ammonites, Ponigzzites, Hi- 
vites, and Tebuſites 5, and they took their daughters to be their 
wives, and gave their daughters to their ſons. And the-Lord: 
was diſpleaſcd at it: and you, may ſee in Verſ: 8. The an- 
ger of the Lord waxed hot againſt Iſrael, and he ſold them: ' 
into the hand of the King of Meſopotamia eight years. 

A. But you forget the Jaſt clauſe of the ſixth verſe, 
And ſerved their Gods. Vetſ. 7, And the children of 1ſrael 
forgot the Lord their God, and ſerved Balaam and the groves, 
and therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt then. 
And for this the Lord ſold them unto the King-of' Meſo- 
potamia eight years. - | tea 

B. In 1 Kings 11, 11. Wherefore the: Lord ſaid wits So+ 


Jomon, - > 
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lomon,foraſmmch as this is doe of thee,and thou haſt not kept 
wry Covenant, and my Statntes which I have commanded 
A T will ſurely rend tht Kingdoms from thee, and will give 
it to thy ſervant. | 

A. That the Lord did threaten Solomon becauſe of his 
Marriages, 'doth not appear in this Text, but for his [do- 
latry. For I have obſerved to you before, that all the 
time he kept himſelf from Idolatry he was unreproved, 
tho' he had manied Pharaohs Daughter many years be- 
fore : and (it 1s to be conceived) many, if not all the 
reſt of his Wives, ſome years before he fell to Idolatry. 
For the Text faith, verſ. 4. When Solomon was old, his 
Wizes turned away his heart after other Gods : and his heart 
145 108 perfet}, as was the heart of his father David. So- 
lomon went after Aſhtoreth the goddeſs of the Zidonians, and 

er Milcons the abomination of the | Ammonites. Verl. 7. 

en did Solomon build an high place for Chemoſh the abo- 

' mination of Moab, in the hill that is before Feruſalew ; and 
for Molech the aboneination of the children of Ammon. And 
likewiſe did'he for all his flange wives, which burnt incenſe 
and erifted wrrto their Gods. VerC.g. And the Lord was 
angry with Solomon, becauſe his heart was turned from the 
Lord God of Iſrael, which had appeared unto him twice, 
and had coniwtunded hin concerning this thing, that he ſhould 
2ot go = other Gods, but he kept not that which the Lord 


ed. BG 

- Now it's manifeſt, Solomon was ſo far from being pu- 

niſhed for marrying theſe Women, that he was not ſo 
much as reproved for it, nor warned about it as his ev - 
But the ſin for which the Lord puniſhed him (in his Son) 
by rending away his Kingdom, wag his great and many 
{aolatries. His forſaking 'God and wortopyey Idols, So 
that this place affords nothing to prove the Propoſjtion. 

_ -B. In Ezra 9.2. We find the the Treſpaſs of taking 
ſtrange Wives complained of as their fin. And in.Chap. 
10,3, they agree+ to \put.thern away, and ſach as __ 
oy rn 
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barn of them. -And;.in verl. 7; iThey . made | Peoclematio 
throughout Judah and Jeruſalem, "unto all the children of th 
Captivity, that they ſhould gather themſelves unto Jeruſalem z 
. And that whoſoever would not come within three dayes, ſhould 
have all bis ſubſtance forfeited, and himfelf ſeparated from 
the Congregation. And in. Nehem. 13. 23. we find, There, 
was thoſe that had taken Wives of Aſbdod, . Ammon, and 
Moab. And their children ſpake half in the Speech of Afhdod, 
 -and conld not ſpeak in the Jews Language. And Nehemiah 
contended with them, and curſed them, and plucked off their 
. hair, and made them ſer by God, ſaying, you-ſball not give 
your daughters unto their ſons, nor rake therr daughters unto 
your ſons, nor for your ſelves. Thus ſtrict you ſee they were 
againſt this Evil | 

But beſides, this matter is further explained in Ezra. 
-9.10,11,12. And now, O Lord our God, what ſhall we ſay 
after all this ? for we: have forſaken thy Commandments 
which thou haſt commanded us by thy. ſervants the Prophets, 
ſaying, The Land whither_ you go to poſſeſs it, is an unclear 
Land, with the filthineſs of the Fjoopee of the Land, with their 
abominations, which have filled it from one end to the other 
with their uncleanueſs. Now therefore. giue not your daughters 
.unto their ſons, nor ſeek their peace, nor their wealth for 
ever, &c, From all which I colle& three things. ' 

Firſt. The ſir was very great. 

Secondly, Contrary to Gods command, which you ſaid 
was but cautionary. ... 1 "a 

Thirdly, That - of marrying with Egyptians, Mya- 
bites, and Amorites was as ſinful as with any of the other 
w_ Nationss which (I think) doth fully prove the Pro- 
polition., | 

A. To this Iſhall anſwer, beginning with the aſt firſt : 
that mention is made of their marrying with Moab, and 
Ammon, and Xgypt,is true. But that this is:ackn ow- 
ledged as their ſ#: doth not appear, but much of the con- 
trary. For, firſt in Neb, 13.23. mention is made of Jews 


that 
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Wat married wives of Hhbaol, Moab and. Ammon. But 
what then ? 

B. He comtended with them; and curſed them and ſmote cer- 
tain of them, an dp of rheir hair,and mad 1 ” ſwear 
'by God, ſaying, "ling not give your dlanghters to they 
ons, nor take their ' daughters unto your fons, "Mor for your 
"ſetver, verſ-25. 

A. That he contended with ſome body is true; But 
with whom did he contend ?. It was with thoſe that had 
married Wives of Afþdod, for 15 faith the Text, ver/. 24. 
"And their children (j im inthe Speech of Aſhdoel, and 

could 110+ ſpeak in ih e Jews Language. ' And 1 comentled- 
with them. Them, whoſe Children ſpake 'in rhe Lan- 
guage of Aſpdod. Now Aſhdod was ew of the Phili- 
yo ,and of the Sons of Arak, Sce Fof. 11, 22.1 Sams.1, 
And although in Fzra g. x. yon have' an avcount 
of Marriage: made with .Mozb, 4nmon, and' Egypt; yet 
on you fmd Ezra making ackrowtedgment of their 
fin, Jon then find him limit the 'complaimt to the ſeves 
Etc the ro, v1, 12. verſes. Anz now, O _— bh 
od, what ſhall we ſay after this « for we have 
Mme Harolea bio _o Þ Wacker by iy forma 
the Prophets, fo 9111, The L214 whither ye go to poſſeſs, 
unclean Land, with the filthinefs of the people of the Land, A 
with their abominations, 'andl have Tris: it hog one.end to 
anther, with their undlearmeſs.” © © 

Now pray mind. who. thoſe peaple were ' not” Mpab, 
Ammon and #pypt, they Were not" Fo 6s ple they were 
forbid to marry witbatſ by the Gu the Prophets 
'but the contrary, as hath been ſhewed from Dent. 22; x 
2.3444 596,7.,8- Nor Fore res H Ayia whoſe Land 
ey Were to. 2v.'17.10 that it- 
'A "7 $opid your Bit Gjeticn! is 'romtled fipon' a 'mil: 


EY You urge, it's contrary to Gods'Command, 
is acknowledged, But-yer by Command here we 


arc 
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4 are to. underſtand ſuch/Commands,as are prudential, as 
hath been faid befare. And that its-ſo to be underſtood, 
both in this of Ezra, and that of Nehemiah is plain from 
the words, Ezra 9g. 12. You have the Reaſon. of the 
Law given in this Caſe, as well as the Law it ſel Now 
therefore give not your daughters'to their ſons, neither take 
their daughters to your ſous, nor. ſeek their peace or wealth 
for ever. And why ? That. ye may be ſtrong, and eat the 
good of the Land, and leave i for an inberitance to your 
children for ever. It was not their places in the Congrega- 
tion, 'nor their zawes inthe. Book of Life that was in. dan- 
ger, if they broke this Come - But their pallefſion. 
of the Land, and inheritance of their Children. To 
which agrees Jo. 23. 12, 13. And in Neheae. 13. When 
be had made them ſwear, They fbould not give their daugh- 
ters to their ſons, nor take their daughters \to their ſans, nor 
for themſelves. The reaſan fallows in the 26tb * $So- 
lomon who. was a wiſe King, yet. bi did Outlandiſh Wo- 
ex cauſe to ſin. So that the thing is, the avoiding the oc- 
«caſion of temptation, which is here rows after. 
i thei Marriages ba incheie lee. Bar they dior 
in their Marriages, but. inthe {4g/atry. bor they did not 
only marry with Aged, bat Drown up their Children 
in the: Language of Aſbdod : which we baye reaſon to 
believe, was to fit them for the-Service of, Aſadod. And. 
in Ezra 9. 1. we find, Thatithey'had not only mazried. 
Wivegof Strangers, but. done after, their Abominations. 
Fhis makes the Wound wide, and want a Plaiſter,; And 
when they enquire how this came about, and find they 
were beguiled and enticed; by their Wis, ;they then re- 
ſolve to leperate then, who might otherwiſe never have 
born moleſted, had not Idolatry been the cauſe there- 
But again, this was a prevailing evil which did endans, 
ger their State, which at that timg was very feeble: for 
e#r217 had. done it; verſ. 13; Jes many leading mad, The 
"i 2 ces 
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Ptjnces and Ritlers; 'verſ. 2.' And many of the Prieftrs- 
Chap. 10. 18: Now "when an Evil, nay, that which look- 
ed but like an evil, came- ſo much-into faſhion, it was: 
time to take ſome ſpeedy courſe to ſuppreſs it,” as we ſee 
they did; though had it been ſeperated from its evil 
conſequences migtit well'have been born. 

Bat laſtly, Neither this not any other of'your Demon-- 
ſtrations, do at-all prove the Propoſition. You re- 
member the Queſtion 1s; Whether a Contrat# of Marriages 
made between two perſons of. different Perſwaſfons "about 
Inſtitutions in matters of Religion, being per formed and cons 
Fired in, be lawful or unlawful? 

' Now, all the Inſtances you have given, where - Mar- 

1s forbid, or-pretended to be forbid, . the difference 
ne. whe the moral part: of Religion. Bither the perſons 
believed i ifi falſe'Gods, and had no knowledpe of the 
rrie God, or ee, if 'they did own'the true God inany. 
ſenſe, yet they owned other Gods beſides him. ' As Ba- 
lak/ offe red Bullocks and Rams once and again to' the 
trus' God; but yet did not renounce Ckemoſh their own® 
God' whom they bad adored; 

And this'is the _ -in-all thoſe plices which you have 

uoted, both in the Ola and NewT! aments both where 

e thing i is forbidden, and where the puniſhment is alſo 
mentioned'z -which,' if you pleaſe | to view once more 
: 2p ems you will _ h- Exod. 34. Dent. 7. chap: 

Joi 43; Judges Kingi 11. Ezra 9. Neheer. 
ef we th he fas ament ' have the fame dif- 
rence 'only* with this- Addi itionz The Jews and Chri- 
zans differed about our ' Bleſſed * Lord” and Saviour; 
Foie is none of our differences at this day, ours -not 
being about God' and Chriſt, but about T»ſtitwtions ; and 
not about Inſtitutions themſelves, but about the Modes 
of Inſtittions, which ſarely cannot make us. unſit to en- 
joy civil Society one with another. 
\ Thepe| is none of you maketli this- Dolrite' an Article 


9) of 
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- of Faith to receive perſons into the Church: And why 
then ſhould it be an Article to put them out, when du- 
ly admitted? Surely this would be worthy Conſideration. 
| Ahd before you proceed to deal with Perſons for Mar- 
riage, examine what Law they have broke 3 and be ſure 
you preſume not above what is written. Remember 
what is ſaid, Dewt. 4. 2. Ton ſhall not add unto the word 
which I have commanded you. Prov. 30. 6. Add not thou 
unto his words, Revel.' 22. 18, And the Lord give us 
Underſtanding, and make us conformable to his Will in 
all things, and unite our Aﬀe&ions, that we may live 
m Love and Peace, to the Honour of God, the Credit 
of Religion, and our own Comfort. Amen: - 


'tend to theſatisfation of the moſt Conſcientiow(or' 
rather more — we will(if you ay Meer 
the other part of your Principle: For'tho' this be enough 
(wn more than enough) to them that have not eſpou-- 
ed a Princiiple; yet for: the ſake of ſome, it may be 
profitable to ſay ſomething touching the matter of Deal- 
ing with ſuch as marry out of the Bounds of the Church, 
and take them Toke-fellows with whom they are not a> 
greed about the Inſtrtwtions of "Religion. - 

And that'we may come: the-ſoener at onr Deſign, I 
will grant (for Arguments'ſake) That ſuch Contra&s of 
Marriage as have 'been' before debated, are: unlawful. A 

et it remains a queſtion, whether the Church hath any 
Power or Commiſſion, to deal with, - or excommunicate 
ſuch as do ſo marry ? | 

B. Yes, (without nn they have. - 

A Tf they have; it muſt be by Precept or: Example - 
ut there is neither Precept nor Example therefore no 
Power or Rule given to the Church, to deal with ſuch 
Offenders. * 
B.. Why, you grant the Contra of Marriage. to be a 


Sin, 


'B U T that nothing may be left undone, that may 
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$i, and then the Church is bound to deal with ſuch te . 
purge herſelf from Siz, Levit. 19. 17. Thom ſhalt in any 
wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer ſin upon: him, 
. A. By Sir in this place, is meant ſuch juſt Offen- 
ces as are committed againſt us by our Brethren, which 
are indeed Breaches of the Second Table in the Necalogre. 
As for Ioſtance,if aman'do me wrong in my Name, Perſon 
or Eſiate,that I ſhould not ſeck for private Revenge,and 
bear Mahce to him in my: heart, but tell him of his fault, 
and endeavour that he may: be made ſ(cnſible of his fail- 
ing ir» order- to a Reconciliation. And like unto this, 
1s that in Ma#t.'18 18. If ity Brother treſpaſs againſt thee, 
£0 and tell him his fault between thee and him alone : if he 
hear thee, thou haſt gained thy brother. 

But this muſt be then in ſuch Caſes as are plain and 
demonſtrable, and - out of diſpute. But this makes no- 
thing to this caſe in diſpute; where, if you -uſe the grea- 
teſt of: your S$kill, you can no. way canvince, me 1 , 91h 
done an Evil. +, 

B, Muſt the Church then bear with Siv2 
- A. With ſome Sins ſhe cannot without deſtroying her 
own Conſtitution: as the Principles upon which ſhe is 
built may not be diſpenſed witha}. But:this of Marriage 
is none of thoſe Principles, and therefore ſhe may, bear 
with it, though it be an Evil : For ſhe muſt bear with 
many Sins, uſe there is none of us but offend, 
James 3. 2« In many things we offend. all. 

B. We have the Example of God dealing with the 
Jew:, for the breach of his Law. in this caſe, Judges 3. 5, 
6, 7, 8. The Lord ſold them into the hand of the King of 
Meſopotamia, | | 
- A. But it was not for the fin of Marriage alone, but 
for 1dolatry; for ſerving their Gods, and ſerving Ralaam 


end the —_ | 
B. But the Lord was diſpleaſed with Solomon for mary 
rying Strange Hroes, and 05009 Fiogrom oppor: the 
| a 
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Hand of his San, and gave it to his Servant, 1. Kines 
It. IT, | 

A. Bat this was alſo accompanied with great {dolatry ; 
nay, with moſt notorious Idolatry. Not only with wor- 
ſhipping a- felſe Cod, but many falſe Gods: And not 
only worfhipping falſe Gods, but building high places 
for them; and that near the place where he had built 
the Temple. And all this was done after God had warn- 
ed him to the contrary, 1 Kings 11. 7,8, 9, 10, 1. 

And further mind, that Solow: 12 1» wrried the Daughter 
of Pharaoh her young; and (it's to be ſuppoſed) ma- 
ny more of thoſe Women in his Middle age: and yet his 
Reproof came not till he was o!d. And therefore, not 
ſor thoſe Marriages, but for his 1dvlatry which he was 
brought into by thoſe Women. 

Bziides, theſe can be-no Preſidents to you, becauſe 
Gad ts here Fudge and Executioner him(elt 3 whoſe Ex- 
ample you may not follow without a Precept. He ſtruck 
Uzzah dead for touching the Ark, 2 Sam. 6. 6, 7. But 
that is no Example to you to excommunivate a man that 
is fearful, leſt the Bread thould fall, or the Wize be ſpit 
at the Seoremertiof the Lord's Supper; and therefore puts 
torth his hand to fupport 1t. 

B.' But we have'an 'Example in Ezre and Nehemiah, 
Ezra 9. and 10. chap. .and 'Nehezs./ 13. 54 © 

A, N othec . of. :the(e hi the Cale: For here 4s the 
IVickedneſs of Idolatry, jaymed: with this - Batly of their 
Marriages, Ezrz 9. 1. 1Dame' according to their Avoming- 
tions, [even of #3 Canmnites, '&»c. The'i malt wicked 
Naw af you 'wou'd 'be: pleaſed to let'flone onr Bre- 
thren. and Siſters, -rill they. forfike their Principles, and 
bacome vain 10. their Lives: I chink - none-would have 
cauſe to be offended; 'but' greatly tro commend your 
care and. diligence in dealing with weir perſons. - - | 
.- But further, Vhisis mo Preſident, becauſe ape 4 

+5 a 1C- 
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a ſeperating the Offenders from the Congregation, but 
utting away their Wives and Children from them. And 
how well this agrees with Excommnunication, I leave to 
conſideration. 

And laſtly, Tt's no Prefident to us, «becauſe 1t was un- 
der that Diſpenſation which concerneth not ns, nor are 
we bound by their Laws, nor our differences ſo great a- 

. bout Religion. | 
And further, we. ought to conſider the degrees of for, 
for every ſin: 1s not of the ſame degreez as may be cen in 
. Levit, 20.10,11. you find ſome ſens to be puniſhed with 
Death. Thoſe in ver. 17,18, 19. with Excommunication. 
Thoſe . in verſ. 20, 21. God reſerved in his own hand. 
. And:ſo he hath done that of Marriage, as we ſee all a- 
long, he hath puniſhed that offence, at ſuch times, and 
.1n ſuch a manner as bcit pleaſed him. Sometimes he hath 
done it after one manner, and ſometimes after another, 
but never gave a Rule to the-Church, .how ar when to 
deal with perſons about that matter. 

And obſcrve, you never find God himſelf, nor the 
people of .Iſrae/, jo much as once complaining of perſons 
for thoſe Marriages, until they added the fin of Idolatry 
thereunto. And yet it's incredible to think, that they 

being a numerous people, and the Canaarites dwelling 

amongſt them jn all parts, .and amongſt every Tribe, as 
.you. may ſee in Judg.3. that they could at any time be 
without ſome Offenders in this matter, 

But the ſin of Jdolatry is often ſpoken of, and -God 
Found to puniſh it, when nothin of Marria is named, 
2 King.17.12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19,20. 2 Chron.24.18.; 
It would be burdenſome to ſhew the many Preſidents 

.of this kind, of which the Scriptures are ſo full, in-the 
Books of Jager, ings, Chrowicles, and the Prophets. But 
I Jeave this, > pr better ps you will find 
you have met with. nothing in allthis to juſtific your 
,proceedingys, in withdrawing from ſuch as nary out = 
if un 
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the Congregation, unleſs it be accompanied with ſome 
other aggravation ; as all thoſe were which you have 
brought to juſtifie your, and the Congregations pro- 
ceedings. 

B. But we are exhorted,' 2 Theſ. 3. 6. To withdraw 
from every Brother that walks diſorderly. And therefore 
we have good warrant from hence to withdraw from ſuch 
as marry out of the Church. 

A. This Text is no general Rule, but is plainly de- 
1{izned againf ſuch who are idle and negligent in their 
outward Callings, ſcandalous to Religion, and reproach- 
ful among(t men. As you may ealily ſee if you viw the 
Chapter ; for in verſ. 6. he ſaith, Now we cammand you, 
Brethren, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye 
withdraw from every Brother that walks diſorderly, and 
not after the Traditions which ye received of ws. For your 
ſelves know ye ought to follow us, ſor we behaved not our Gow 
diſorderly amongſt you. Neither did we eat any mans bread 
for nonght, but wraught with labour and travel night and 
day ;, that we might not be chargeable to any of you. Not be- 
cauſe we had not power, but to make our Ghivs an enſample 
to you to follow us. For even when we were with you, this 
we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither 
ſhould he eat. This is (you fee) the Bayp. Now you may 
ſe the diſorder in verl. 11. For we hear that there are ſome - 
which walk _ you diſorderly, wolW8not at all; which 
1s a great ſcandal-unto Religion. 

But further, They are Buſie-bodies, medling with other 
perſons, and things that do not concern them. . Now 
them that are ſuch we command and exhort, that with qui- 
etneſs they work and eat their own bread. For it's unreaſon- 
able that fuch men ſhould live upon the fruits of others 
labours. It'san evil, yea,a great evilzit makes a man worſe 
than a Moral Infidel, '1. 7:we. Fa 8. But if — not 
for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe of his own oe, he hath 
denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel. Now if any 
man obey not or word by this Epiſtle, note that man, and 


have 
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have no company with him, that he may be aſbamed, Wuth- 
draw from ſuch Scandalous Tmmoral perſons. And this 
is the defign of the Apoſtle in this Text.. 

Now, how much is this to the purpoſe, to encourage 
you in withdrawing ftom perſons for Marrmage ? which is, 

Firſt, Honourable and commendable 1n all,;Poor and-* 
Rich, Heb. 13. 4. 

Secondly, Agreeable to Nature, and approved amongſt 
men. Who ever heard Religion -reproached by reaſon 
of the Marriage of any Man or Woman,;that married a 
ſober perſon, and lived accordingly > |; : "1 

Thirdly, you may remember, that God did at al} times 
(upon occaſion) bear with the breach of his poſitive 
Law, (as I could give inſtances in divers Caſcs) when it 
fell in'competition with the Moral Law. As, Duvids eat- 
ing of the Shew-bread: Andthe Diſciples plucking the. ears 
of Corn, Mat. 12.1, Mark 2.23.Luk:6,:1. But togive you 
ore full inſtance, Take the Caſe 'of the Gibiomites, Joi. 9. 
which were a- part of the Sever Nations God had com- 
manded Jfraeltodeſtroy :as you may ſee, it you. compare 
Dent. 7. 1. with Joſ.. 9,74 2 Sem. 21.24 yet theſe people 
(by craft):made-tearms with Joſhuab and: the Princes of 
1(rael. Sworetto them in the Name of the Lord, Jol:9.15. 
which was a perigdſbreach-of the Command of God:: as 
you may (ce Exe#:34. 12.:compared with Dent: 7.1. yet 
when this Coven was made, .here 'was:no; means: of 
Repentance; this Oath muſt be;kept, andthe Grbepmntes 
muſt-live, thot'to the d:;ſcontent obthe People, and breach 
ef the Law, ver. 18, 19, « 3 <4 

Burt turther, it's to be obſerved, that this Centraft was 
accompanied with many finful: Creawnifiancers tO 0s 

Firſt, With Lying: and: Diflimulation: ih the Gibeo+ 
ztes,/ pretending that they: were of: di far (ountrey, (that 
they had travelled til] their Shoes: were: whinzodt,.. they 
Rread mouldy, and their Bottles rent4\ ard. yet-none of. 
theſe were otherwiſe: than when they\oamefromtherows 
homcs, UV4,5+ 9401 ALS WAL an AO "39 WS 
TO l Secondly, 
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Secondly, That the Fame only,which they heard of the 
wondrous works of the God © Iſrael. moved upon their 
people to ſend early to get acquaintance with this peo- 
ple,v. 9. when indeed it was only the fear that was upon 
them, that they ſhould havebeen deſtroyed in a fewdays 
Iſrael being entring upon their Borders. + 
Thirdly, When it was put to them, whether they were 
not thejr Neighbours? They confidently affir w themſelves 
to be of a very far Conntrey; and that the Fame they had 
heard of the Gad of Iſrael, had moved'them to this Jour- 
ney, and to make fuit for acquaintance and peace with 
this People, v. 5,8,9,10,11,12,13,14. ect 
Fourthly, There was [too great Credulity in Foſhna and 
the Princes: For it they had made but a ſmall donbt of 
their pretences, and waited a little time, they had 
been better informed, v. 16. For after three days, they 
heard they were of their Neighbours,and thatthey dwelt 


amonglt them. 2 ESI OV 
Fiſt, There was a great negled in Foſhra and the Prin- 
ces of Iſrael,in not asking Conncelof God, ter. 14. 

_ Sixthly, An Offence given tothe People or Congregation 
of Iſrael, verſ..18. | | 

' So that (one would think) here was room enough 
from theſe Objections, for 'Eleater and the Congregation to 
have dealt with Joſhya and the Princes, arid tohave re- 
nounced the Oath, and broke the Covenant that was made 
with the Hivites.” Bur'ſo fat were'they from this, that 
when the people mutradured againſt the Princes, they tel] 
them there was no remedy : 'For they hail ſworn to them ive 
the name of the Lord, and therefore they might not tonchthen, 
v. 19, 20. leſt. wrath fhoutd be upon ther. 

', And fu ahi It's very obſeryable,that Saul being more | 
zealous of the'poſitive, than of the ora! Law,went about 
ro ro this Pegplez &the Lord was diſpteaſed atit;and 
puni 8; It (inthe days of David) with three years Fa» 
mine; Which Pligue was not removed, tiff ſever of the 
Sars of Saul were livered to the Gibeonites;and they "yy 
abc G 2 ed 
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ed them up in the Hill before the Lord, and after that, God 
was intreated for the Land, 2 Sam. 21.:1,.2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8,9,14- 4 | 

So that here you ſee, a Church'is ſometimes bound to 
bear with the breakers of. a poſitive: Law; Tho' I would 
not have this ſtrained to-countenance any negled of du- 
ty in any man,. much. leſs any. preſumptuous fin « From 
which-the Lord preſerve us. 

Fourthly, You neednot makeit ſtrange,that men ſhould 
live in the breach of ſome Laws,and yet never dealt with- 
all by. the Church: For you your Blves have perſons a- 
mongſt you, which live 1n the neglect of ſome expreſs dur 
ties, and yet you deal not with them. For inſtance, 

Firſt, When did you deal with a man that wegleGed to 
pray for his Superiours? And yet. it's a duty plainly en- 
joyned in the Goſpel, 1 77m, 2. 1,2,3, . forge 

Secondly, There is no duty more plainly expreſſed in 
the Goſpel, than Contribution to the Miniftr 3 (no not Bap- 
tiſzr it (elf, ) and yet, who did you ever deal withal for 
that neglect? Notwithſtanding it be fo plainly expreſ- 
ſed in the Goſpel to be the Ordinance of God, as the A- 
poſtle ſheweth, 1 Cor. 9. v. 1.and ſo on; and v. 14. Ever 
ſo: kath God ordained,that they which preach the Goſpel ſhould 
live of the.Goſpel,” Even ſo hath God ordained, even as 
ſure as men gonot a Warfare at their own charge; but at 
the charge of the Country whom they ſerve: Nor men 
plant not a-Vineyard, and eat not of the fruit thereof. 

. The Ox that treadeth out the Corn was not to bemuzzled, 
Dent 25. 4. but might cat of the fruit of his labonr ; and 
the as, dang miniſter at the A/tar, might eat of the ho- 
ly things belonging to the Altar. And if this be true,even 
ſo-true it is, That we the Miniſtersthat preach the.Goſpel; 

foould live of the Gaſpelz.which is alſo further enjoyned, 
Gall. 6. 6, Let him that is taught in the word, communicate 
to him that teacheth in-all good things. What. duty more 
plain in the Scriptures? What more agreable'to the Com- 

| | zuon Sentiments of mankind, and to reaſon and Juſtice? A 

| {Rn Duty 
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Duty much neglected. | Nay, ſome have declared them- 
ſelves againſt it in their Principles: And /yet, who is it 
calls perſons to an account for this neglect? .Tho' by this 
means the Church is made weak, God diſhonoured, andthe 
Goſpel reproached, and many faithfub Labourers driven to 
want and great neceſſity; and others diſcouraged from con- 
cerning themſelves with tnat dangeross tho' glorions work; 

And now Brother, let me (in the fear of the Lord) 
intreat you to conſider theſe few things. | 

_ What a Toke do you put upon the Necks of the 
Diſciples, and more eſpecially on the poor Women > The 
modeſty of whoſe Sex, and: cuſtom of rheir Country will 
not admit them to ſeek Mates for themſelves: And zone 
in the Church perhaps take notice of many of them; and in 
the world they muſt not marry, tho' their Advantage be 
never {> promiſing,and the proſpect of their fnture happi- 
neſsnever ſo perſpicuous; yet they are bound by this Law, 
to {light/all:opportunities and offers of :this-kind, and to 
deny themſelves of thoſe happy enjoyments which God 
hath provided, and nature inclines them to, and which 
(next to Food and Rayment)is moſt deſirable of alh out- 
ward Bleſlings. - 004144) 1318 208] 

How many have I known whorhave beer-keptimBon- 
dape till the Flower of their Age wav'palt, and.at: length 
have been forced to make a breach upon your Principle, 
and bear your Frowns how ſevere ſoever ? - 

Secondly, Conſider how ridiculous — is inthe 
eſteem of others,' not'only amongſt; the #ide: and profane; 
but amongſt the. ſober minded. What doth the; Presbyter 
or Independant ſay to this? Do they think it good deal- 
. Ing? And do they look upon you as wiſe 'Me#, to; deal 
thus with perſons for marrying with them,and with ſuch 
as they eſteem faithful and uprights And yet you'ſhall ac4 
count'ſuch Marriages Fornication? Dothey nofthink you 
arenotonly beſides the Triith; but your-Wits alſo? 

It'snot ſufficient to tell them you havea Preſident in Ez- 
r8::for they may tell you, thataf:the menof Ire! had ne- 
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ver married with a Canaanitiſh Woman, but made (in- 
ſtead'thereof')) a Covenant for ſo many Acres of Land, and 
one of the Conditions had been to bave worſhipped Baal- 
peor, or Balaarr, it had beenaltogether as ſmpful, Exod. 34. 
12,13, 14,15, 16. Dent. 7. 23. chap. 20, v, 16,17,18. 

Thirdly, Conſider what a ſtumbling block yaulay before 
theyouger ſort;both Men and Women ; and-think what a 
Liozit 18in their way: When, tho' they like the' people 
well, are convinced of the truth of the Goſpeh; : yet, if 
they underſtand this Yoke, they will be twice adviſed, 
before they cloſe with ſuch a people; eſpecially thoſe 
whoſe:Fortunes arelike. to be aavanced ntheworld.And 
thus, yon. do notonly deprive your ſelves of a Brother or a 
Siſter, but the Poor of a perſon capable to'yeild- them 're- 
licf. | : | 

Fonrthly, Conſider what a fad account you -will be 
able to:give inthe day of the Lord,if all/theſe. your pro+ 
mips 2 ur amiſtake : And;/thatyou have 
pretended Gods warrant, when he never granted any ſuch, 
nor appointed any under him to concern'themſelves in 
that matter, but kept it. to himſelf. And yet you have u- 
ſed his Name and Authority, without htz:Commilliion. 
Wharwill-you-fay, if youibe called to an;atcount, tor grie- 
v#9gfome,'and cauſingothers to'trmrn afrde? 
And: Jaſtly, That you have tn the Name of God, ſhut 
both Men and'Women ont of the Church, and (as much 
as in you lay).out of Heaven it ſelf: Andall thisupon a 
a prejompreus ev [that God is honoured thereby; tho' 
you-can: give neither Precept nor: Example to: warrant 
your proceedings. | | mf ron 

Surely Brother, It will become you, and the teſtof our 
Brethren, toconliderwell of ee fage Andletnorapaſ- 

wate Zoalnrardport, not: a: prepoſſeſſed Judgmens, prevent 

ty Herein owe thing that may Rn nes 
prejudice of the Truth;and the Peace of the Church : which L 
pray 'God moy dayiy increaſe, to'the honour'of his Great 
arid Glorious Name. -Awen. - 0N::AN 
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By way of Caution; or,a Word of Ad- 


vice to the Unmarried. 


| 'Y dear Brethren and;Sifters, let 'not any thing 
K in theſe Papers give you any occofion or in- 


couragement' to marry with ſuch perfons 
| whom you: have cauſe to. fear are Carelcts 
and remiſs in the matters of Religion, .tor Vertue is Vertue 
ſtill, and Piety,and Religion are to be embraced, And as 
God hath made you rational Creatures, he expects you 
ſhould ſhew yur ſelves ſuch in the management of your 
affairs z and more cſpecially in tholc great affairs of Re- 
ligion. And if you are ſuch as mind the concernof Re- 
ligion, you, will engdcavour to ſort your (elves with fuch 
Company: as will.promote, it :| a& leaſt with/ſuch'\as.may 
not hinder you 1n the performance of your Duty therein. 
Ard, I pray conſider, if you, have any matter of /mploy 
but for gne Ycar, would- you be wilkng t@-unite your 
ſelf with, or. to ſugh, an.one.as ſhould at all rimesbe-your 
hipdrance, ang be, putting Fou-upon dilcouragements ? 
And.it you would-not entertain ſucha Companiowwhich 
Yqu.could change inane year, becauſe. they were anhin+ 
derance,to you 4n a; {mall, congern, why fhonld you not 
be, much, more careful,in, the; chhice. of & Jokefillow's 
with whom you mult remain for the tearmof one of your 
Lives, and, who, will cextainly-.be aft ijjderatge to: you 
11, your, Soul-concerps, if, they ; be, pexfons of evil: Rives 
and. corrupt. Manners) 4 or oe 02 0 | 
My, Friends; Tho'Jihaye,cafeavouredrd-makeantiap+ 
LEM | pear, | 
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pear, that to marry a perſon with whom you differ about 
matters of inſtituted Religion, is not fſful without 
other circumſtances attending it. Nor is1t a matter the 
Church hath power to deal with you for : yet Gods Eye 
1s upon you, and he ſeeth your Actions, and knoweth 
your thoughts, .and what regard you had to Religion, 
when you made your Choice of a Yoke-fe]llow. And be 
ſure God will vilit-you according to yourdeſert, in one 
kind or another, and at ſuch times as pleaſeth him. 

And further conſider, it was not for nothing that God 
-warned Iſrael in that-Caſe, and foretold them the -dan- 
I of marrying with perſons inclined to -evil Courſes. 

an's heart is prone to evil,and therefore he had need to 
take heed-he be not enſnared by is own-attions,and that 
he condemn not himſelf in thoſe things which he alloweth. 

Let me therefore- adviſe you -to beware of ſuch as 
theſe, and come not nigh the door of their houſes, Prov. 
5. verſ, 8, 

Firſt, Be ſure to avoid-the lewd and'prophane : marry 
not with ſuch: It cannot be done without violence to 
your own Reaſon, great offence to 'your Brethren, and 
ſcandal to Religion. And if ſo, then great diſhonour to 
God alſo. For:ſ\uch will be the effe&s of your Marriage, 
that-you can neither live with comfort nor credit. Com- 
fort you can have none, becauſe God is diſhonoured 
every day in your Family, and you cannot avoidit : but 
the more you endeavour a Reformation, the more fin is 
committed, and the name of God blaſphemed. And as 
to- your credit and reputation, it's much impared by be- 
ing yoked with ſuch a diſhonourable perſon, and more 
= >-poags is a man diſhonoured by a vain and lewd 

. 16 6004 | 

And although it be the concern of a Woman to be 
careful, and beware of this evil, yet it's more the con- 
cern of men to avoid this evil. For a man is much more 


diſſhonoured when he hath a wicked Wife, than a Wo- 
| man 
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man by a wicked Husband 3 though' both "more than T 
| am able to expreſs : and Gods name diſhonoured far be- 
yond all expreſſion. Take heed therefore of the Lewd 
and Prophane. 

Secondly, Beware of the Contentiows and Froward, as 
being very unfit for Socicty ; and more eſpecially ſo near 
an Alliance as is between a' man and his wife ; Prov. 9. 
13. A fooliſh Woman is clamorons, ſhe is ſimple and knoweth 
nothing, Chap. 21. 9. It is better to dwell in a corner 0 
the bouſe top, than with a brawling Woman in a wide houſe, 
Chap. 25. 24. Chap. 27.15, 16. Chap. 3: 32. The froward 
is an abomination to the Lord. The froward month is hated 
of the Lord, Chap. 8. 13. And for a further demonſtrati- 
on of this evil Society, ſee Ecclas 25. 13. 

Thirdly, Beware of the Proud and Ambitions. Many 
are the evils which attend thoſe that are' fo 'yoked, and 
they may well feara Curſe toattend uponit, Prov.13.10. 
Therefore beware, more! eſpecially you my Brethren, 
who have the liberty of Choice, and may with care and 
diligence eſcape theſe ſnares. Take heed of proud and 
ambitious Women, it will be no ſmall grief to meet with 
ſuch an one, who ſhall diſdain your Birth, Parentage,and 
Relations; your Education, Trade, and Imployment ; the 
proviſion you make for her, and waintenance allow 
her. When ſhe ſhall always be ſtriving to Bs, in 
pomp and vain glory; ſtriving to: excel her Neighbours 
and Acquaintance in her way of Living, andin her Garb 
but never in Yertue 'and Humility. This (I fay) will be 
your grief and unſpeakable trouble, if you fear the Lord. 
Labour therefore to avoid ſuch. 

Fourthly, Beware of the Extravaegant and Waſtefyt. 
For this is an evil will prove'a great Szare unto you, and 
breach of your Peace, and is attended with 'Warrt. He 
that loveth pleaſure ſhall be « poor: man, and he that loveth 
wine and ol ſhall not berichy Prov: 21.17. And (you 
Brethren) conſider, if you meet with ſuch Wives as thall 
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waſte and conſume the Fruits of your careful Labours, ir 
it will be no ſmall grief to your Spirits ; and the greater, 
becauſe you know not how to- reform-it in a Wife. A 
Servant you may correct, or put away 3 but with a Wife 
you muſt bear. Therefore take heed of ſuch, and avoid 
them. x 
Fiſthly, Beware of the Careleſs and Sloathſul. This'is 
alſo a great evil; and will break your Peace, and create 
ſtrife and contention, a thing a man cannot bear in a 
Wife, whom he-expe@s ſhould improve her part in a 
diligent improving her ef in her place, for the good of 
her Husband and Family : and if ſhe! be carclets of her 
Duty. herein, how will he be able to bear it in her ? 
And likewiſe the Wife that hath an idle careleſs Huſ- 
band, What is: her grief 2 How many her cares? And 
what diſcontent will ariſe from this, is not eafily told, 
and more unealie to be born. He becometh poor that deal- 
eth with a'/[ach hand, Prov. 10. 4; Drowſineſs will cloath a. 
man with Raggs, Prov. 23. 1. Az idle Soul ſhall. Juſfer 
hunger, Prov. 19, 25. Beware therefore of ſuch, and as» 
void them. - 197 3 : 
And now my'Friends, you that have 'your Choice to- 
make, make jt your buſineſs to. yoke your fclves. with 
ſuch as agg:ſober-and piows, quiet-and peareable, humble and. 
lowly d, frugal, careful, and induftriows :. for all theſe 
qualifications are needfulmn one with whom you: 
Jjoynin ſoclofe a-Relationg &n the want of any oftheſe, 
you will want ſo:muchef your Comfort... But above- all, 
mind Meekweſs and Flumility. Tho are Graces will great-/ 
ly tend to your Comfort, and if: you proſper in- the 
waild, will teach, you (o-to improve your ({t]f and your 
enzoyments, as. will make-:them-truly comfortable to 
you. Ang if Poyarty; beiyour portion; yet will theſe 
Graccy greatly enable.your:ta bear your wits and" affii- 
ions, It will be: joy to your: hearts, when-you-canwith 
j9y.at copſent;go: tothe Throne: off Crace, and _ 
DD Les 's rnNang.s 
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thanks to God for mercies received, or to beg of God 
Bleſlings that are wanting. 

And this may be done, where there is difference in Opi- 
ion about Inſtituted Religion, you all believing there 1s 
One God, who 1s the Fountain of all our Mercies, and 
hath Rewards and Paniſhments at his diſpoſing : And un- 
to him it is you dire& your Prayers. And being agreed 
about this Holy Duty, you may with Zeal perform it, 
and in Faith wait for a Bleſling. | 

But yet (in the cloſe of my Advie) if thou. findeſt a 
perſon-in the Church holy and hnmble, prefer ſuch anone 
before Rickes and Beanty ; for both theſe are vain and 
periſhing : but Yerte will abide, and be both a Comfort 
and an Ornament. Whoſo findeth a Wife, findeth a good 
Thing, and hath obtained favenr of the Lord, Prov. 18. 22. 
which'is to be underſtood of a Good Wife, which other- 
wiſe can be no Blefling 3 as hath been thewed in the ſe- 
cond particular way of Advice. And further, Solomor: 
hath it, Prov. 19. 14. Houſes and Riches are the Inhe- 
ritance of Fathers, but a _— Wife is from the Lord. 
Now where Piety and Prudence are in a Man or Wo- 
man, it is a great Bleſtting to their Yoke-fellows ; but 
much the greater when they agree in the Principles of 
Religion, even about Inſtitutions. For where the Man 
and Wife differ about Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
there will many times ariſe unpleaſant Diſcourſe, and it 
may be let in Cortertion and Strife, if not prevented by 
much watchfulneſs on both fides. And tho' Wiſdom 
may ſo govern, that the Goſpel may not be reproached 
by it, nor the Church offended at it 3 yet you may want 
of your own Comforts by means thereof, And you do 
en all doubt) lay your ſelves the more open to 

emptation, and may the ſooner be led into a Snare. See 

Exod. 4. 25, 26: 
I therefore beſeech you, have a care in your Choice, 
EN Ha : --+ and 
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and marry (if you can), with Baptized _ and 
ſuch as are prudently zealows for their Profeſlion. 

And let. me''te]l you, .it will be a great Comfort to 
you, when yuu .can go together to hear the Word, and 
to partake of the Ordinances of God in his Church. How 
may you. diſcourſe of what you have heard from the 
Preacher? And what ſweet Communion you had at the 
Lord's Table? And with what Comfort and Unity may 
you go to the Throne of Grace,and return thanks to God 
for that days Mercy 2 Which Comfort will be all loſt (or 
much hindred ) where the Man and Wife differ about 1r- 
ſtitutions,and more eſpecially abont Baptiſmand the Lord's 
Supper. 
And again, you cannot ſo well inſtrudt your Servants, 
nor tutor your Children where you have this difference: 
which you may (to your grief) find unpleaſant.to,you 
whenit is too late. | ig 

And again, For a Baptiſt to marry-with..one of  ano- 
ther Perſwaſion, is not ſo honourable. in the eſteem of 
Brethren; nor doth-it declare ſo high an eſteem of your 
Profeflion as you ought to.have, and more eſpecially in a 
Man who hath the liberty.of his own Choice. 

My Advice therefore. is, as you tender your own 
Peace, your Repntation., the Honour of God and Religi- 
ou, make your Choice. in the Church: For. tho*'\( I'fay 
that if you do not) the Church ought not to deal with 
youz yet God Almighty may, and certainly will, at ſome: 
time; ot other, and in ſome kind: or other, if his Name be 
diſhonoured thereby. | 

And further, let me tell'thee, thatif .thqu ſhouldeſt (in 
the Church) be decived, yet thou wilt find agreat ſipy 
port to help thee /under-xhy Burthen,, when thou canft 
truly ſay, thou madeſt this. Choice, upon the account..of 
Religion, and not for Worldly Advantage. j 

But perhaps ſome will Quzry why this| Author follow- 


ed.not this Advice himſelf, when it was his own Caſe 8 
| O 
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To which 1 freely Anſwer, it was my Folly, and that 
which I commend not in my ſelf, and ſeeing the incon- 
veniencies, am the better able to give Advice to others, 
that they grieve not their Brethren, as I have done, nor 
make themſelves work for Repentance, tho by this I 
would not be thought to refle&t upon her that never was 
an oppoſite to me 1n Religion, but a help ; and through 
Gods Grace her ſelf ſoon embraced the Truth, praiſed b 
his Name. 

Now be ſure that you mind to chuſe the Vert»oxz,that 
you be not prevented of your Comforts. And the good 
Lord direct your hearts, that (in this great Work) yoa 
may donothing to your own grief, and Gods dtſhonour; 
but on the contrary, all may be done, 

Firſt, To Gods Honor. 

Secondly, Your own Comfort, ' the comfort of your 
Friends, and the credit of Religion : Which is the hcarty 


Prayer of, 
Your Friend and Brother, 


Stephen Tory. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


"ND now, my Dear Brethren and Siſters, bear with 
"A me a few words, in which 1 make bold to dire& 
you how to Marry, 'as well as who to Marry: ab 
And-'firſt;*' To you my Brethren, I pray you be advi- 
ſedin a few things. ;- COVE ORR 
| \Firft,” Wheri you! think to change -your Condition, 
confider  whethey you' be fit ſo'to:do,' Think! how * 
can maintain a Wife.” For, if thou can{t not 'maintaim th 
Self, thou doeſt!'but- abuſe} that 'Womar'' whom'' th: 
marryeſt;; unleſs ſhe'can maintain thee, and'hath'fiot an 
9Nic EXPE» 


f—_—_ 


_ = ng ans 


| Poſtfeript. | 

expectation from thee, which is ſeldom known. Andlet 
me tell thee, the want of this Conſideration, hath been 
a grief to many when it hath been too late. But I ſel- 
dom knew any that had caule to repent their careful 
proceeding in this matter. Nor ſpeak I this to cauſe dif. 
pondency 1n any honelt ſincere hearts, whoin a low con- 
dition uſe their endeavour, and truſt in Gods providence; 
but I ſpeak this to warn the a#wary, and to curb the 
preſumptuons. 

Secondly, Conſider how thou canſt govern a Family ; 
How thou canſt govern Servants, and Tutor Children, 
and behave thy (clf to a Wite. That as the State of Mar- 
riage is an Honourable State, ſo take heed it be not dil- 
honoured by thy inadvertency. 

Thirdly,Take heed that you makeno promiſes of Marri- 
age, and when you have done draw back, and break your 

ows made in ſecret. For know, that Vows and Contracts 
made in ſecret are known to God, who will not fail to 
-do right;and therefore take heed of breaking your Vows. 
Nay, my Advice is to all men, to take heed of makin 
ſhew | ve to any-perſon, whom they do not really 
intend to marry;- there is many times = grief comes 
by this means, and therefore be adviſed. 

Foxrthly, You my Siſters be Wiſe, conſider whether 
you be able to perform your Duties in your places; and 
alſo take heed of fooliſh Fondnefs. Think not that every 
man that ſpeaks friendly to you, or looks pleaſantly up- 
on you, is in Love with you, and hath amind tolive and 
die with you. Neither be proud and diſdainful, n&tun- 
faithful z but conſider, you are about a great Work or- 
dained of God for you to do, and therefore do it in hisfear, 
and by his advice. Take advice'of your Friends, and the 
wiſeſt of your Acquaintance, and-alſo make your Prayer 
to God for his A ce, and wait on him for Counſ], 
And this is the way to prevent miſcarrying. 

.., Fifthly and laſtly, 1 adviſe you-both — 
| ers, 
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Siſters, Jet the outward Ceremony be performed. aecor- 
ding to the Law of this Land (or other Country where 
ou dwell.) And ſeeing the outward part is appointed 
by the Law, to be performed by the Clerey, make ule of 
their Authority. Without which, tho I will admit you 
may be honeſtly brought together withour fin, yet not 
ſafely, nor with that Reputation as you may be otherwiſe. 
Theſe few things I thought good to ſpread before you, 
leaving the Anſwer to all Objections about this part of 
Alvice, till I ſee ſome made againſt it. Farewell. 


— 


A Second POSTSCRIPT by way of Advice, to 
all thoſe that either have, or hereafter ſhall marry with 
ſuch as are of comtrary Minds in the Matters of In- 
ſtituted Religion. 


Y Friends, let me adviſe you, that you take heed 
M you forſake not the Truth, .to which you have 
attained; be not.-drawn away by your Toke-fellows that 
are contrary minded, but know it. was that very thing 
of which God forewarned Iſrael, Exod. 34. 16. Deut. 
7. 4-and not only told them the danger of being drawn 
away, but the puniſhment that would follow thereup-: 
on, Joſ. 23. 16. 

; Secondly,Let me adviſe that youſo behave your ſelves 
with; ſuch Chiiſtian Reſpects, Meekneſs and Sobriety, as 
may ' prevail: upon. your Toke-fetlows. to embrace the 
Truth, or atleaſt to prevent them from thinking evil 
of the way you profeſs, becauſe of your uneven walking. 

Thinaly, My Advice is, that you forſake not the Af- 
ſemblies of your Brethren,nor the hearing of the Word 
preached 3 negle& not any good Duty, be not careleſs 
in your Devotion, npr &tmils{ in\, ary good Work ; let 
not your Zeal cool, nor your Love decay, but let it be 
ſeen you have yet the ſame AfﬀeRions towards _ 
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»s ways and. peopl&thit-ever you had; arid' that*you 
gue and-poog your oF Pleaſures and carrial Delighes 
at thatjrate, to; putZyou.c out of love with the-ways of 
'God-;z zand:-let.not<the- Frowns 'atd - Diſconttents of 


and caiſe you to neglect: thoſe! - which'your! own 
Conſgzences /incline-you toi: And ww you-that have left 


your:Congregations, and neſted your Diities, I adviſe 
you:torreturn and-redeem+ the time! you' have 16ſt, and 
make peace;-with'God,rand (as:much/as-in! you: heth) 
with your Brethren. 
——Rurthly,” T adviſe you that youforſake not the Lord's 
Table voluntarily,. and'when you are forbid to-partake 
that Sacred Ordinance by any of your'Brethren, bear 
Ti patience,, and. make! your..humble Addreſſes 'to 
urch for a Reconciliation, and+wait-awhile with 
patieifte,- and let your Brethren ſee your love to.them 
and your'defire to enjoy your former 'Priviledges ;Þa 
wheny ws waited from: time to” time-and 'canriot 
0u:that live : where you'may find other: 
W as Chr al I thoſe/in London may) I adviſe that you 


"8 Sogey, ſelves to ſome © Hoe Congregation of your 
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tans thereby. be preſiy from | thoſe *Deca 
which younlt be ap t to fall into, if you'uſe" not. t} 
view: 0 ron meine; ; the Lord 


ſamep your ;weakiRrethren Rh 2 you out of the way, - 
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, Where:y may be entertained'; that. | 


